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WOMEN STATE LEGISLATORS:
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 1993

In 1993, 1,624, or 20.6%, of the 7,424 state legislators in the United States are women, Women hold 342 (210D, 121R,
10 nonpartisans, 1 Independent), or 17.2%, of the 1,984 stete senate seats and 1,182 (716D, 466R), or 21.7%, of the
5,440 state house or assembly seats.

Leadership Positions’

In 1993, of tha 1,033 state legislators holding leadership positions nationwide, 207, or 20.0%, are women. Woman hold 74,
ar 17.2%, of the 430 leadership positions in state senates and 133, or 22.1%, of the 803 leadership positions in state
houses. Women hold leadership positions in 31 state senates and in 37 state houses; in 9 states wamen do not hold
leadership positions in sither chamber,

Tha party breakdown for women serving in state legislative leadership positions is:

Total Legislature State Senate State House

Total Total Persant Total Total Percent Total Total Percant

Women Leadership Women Women Leadership Women Women Leadership Women
Total 207 1033* 20.0 74 430* 17.2 133 603 22.1
[») 113 BBO 20.2 40 229 17.6 73 a3 221
R 94 488 20.1 34 199 17.1 80 269 22.3
NP2 o] 1 0.0 o} 1 0.0 e -~
| 4] 1 0.0 - --- - o 1 0.0

*includes 3 vacancies {1 senate and 2 house)

The twelve states with the highest percantages of women in leadarship positions {combining senate and house} are:

State % Women State % Women State % Women
Alaska 80.0 Taxas 333 Vermont 30.0
Washington 47.1 Wyoming 333 Hawaii 29.4
Arizona 41.2 Cregon 30.3 Florida 27.8
Ideho 35.7 New Hampshire 30.0 lowa 24.0

AZ, ID, NH, OR, VT and WA also rank in the top ten far the percentage of women serving in their legislatures,

In 1983, no women serve as senate presidents. Reprasentative Ramona Barnes {R-AK) is the only woman serving as speaker
of a etate house. In the history of the United States, two women have served as senate presidents and eight as speakers of a
state house.

Senate President Speaker of the House

Gwen Margolis (D-FL; 1990-92) Ramona Barnaes (R-AK; 1883-} Patricia "Tish" Kelly {D-ND; 1883)

Jan Faiks (R-AK; 1987-88) Jane Hull (R-AZ; 1989-92) Marion West Higgins (R-NJ; 1965)
Vera Katz (D-OR; 1885-90) Consuelo Northrop Bailey (R-VT; 1953)

Debra Anderson {R-SD; 1987-88) Minnie Davenport Craig (R-ND; 1933)

Committee Chairs®

In 1993, of the 2,094 state legislators chairing standing committees nationwide, 343, or 16.4%, are women. Woman hold
137, or 14.4%, of the 9564 committes chair positions in state senates and 208, or 18.1%, of the 1,140 committee chair
positions in state houses. Women chair committees in 41 state senates and in all but 6 state houses; in South Carolina
women do not chair committess in sither chamber.

The party breakdown for women chairing standing committees is:

Tetal Legislature State Senate State House

Total Total Percent Tatal Tatal Percent Total Total Percent

Waomen Cornm.Chairs Women Women Cormm.Chairs Women Women Comm,Chairs Woman
Total 342 2094* 18.4 137 954+ 14.4 2086 1140* 18.1
D 221 1413 16.8 88 6594 14.8 133 819 18.2
R 120 &44 18.8 47 334 14.1 73 310 235
NP2 2 18 111 2 18 1.1 -
IND 0 3 0.0 o] 1 0.0 [« 2 0.0

*includes 16 vacancies {7 senate and 9 house)

The twolve states with the highest peroentages of women committee chairs (combining senate and house) are:

State % Women State % Women State % Woman
Arizona BO.O Oregon 33.3 Kansas 291
Maine 48.0 Washington 33.3 Nevada 25.0
Idaho 41.7 New Hampshire 32.0 South Dakota 24.0
Ccolorada 33.3 Wisconsin 30.8 Rhode Island 23.1

AR, ME, ID, CO, OR, WA, NH and NV also rank in the top ten for the percentage of women serving in their legislatures.

Leadarship positions Include: ssnate presidents and prasidants pro tampore; house speakers and speakars pro tempore; malority and minority
leaders of the senate and house and all assistant leaders as listed in State Legisiative Leadership, Committeas & Staff 1931-1992. When the
position of senate presid Is fillad by the lieutenant govarnor, it is not included in thess totals, The total number of leadership positions includes

8 vecancies,

?In Nebraska, whara the leglslature is unicameral, leglslators are slected on a nonpartisan basis.

IChairs and co-chalrs of all senate, house, and joint standing committees are included in these figures, as are chairs and co-chairs of joint
statutory committeas and joint cormmisslons as listed in State Legisiative Leadership, Committees & Staff 1893-1394, Council of State
Governments, Lexington, Kantucky, 1993, Chaits and co-chairs of central staff services committees are not included. Members of senates
chairing joint committees are counted as senate committes chairs, and members of houses chairlng joint committees are counted as house
committee chairs. The total number of committee chaire includes 16 vacancies.

A nots to users of our faot sheets: Please credit the Center for the American Woman and Politics (CAWP), Natlenal Informatlon Bank on Women
In Public Offlce, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers Unliveraity.
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Leadership Positions Committee Chairs
Senate House Senate House
Pty. Total Women/ Pty. Total Women/ Pty. Total Women/ Pty. Total Women/
State Rank' Ctrl. I%t?&ﬁa@f Curl. TJ;:LJ&EL&:G Rank? Ctrl.  Totat Chairg y t Ch ir% Cirl, Tc;(al Chair;]
AL 386 D O0On 00 D 0/2 0.0 32 D 1/25 40 D 4/26  15.4
AK 1 R 0/2 00 R 313 1000 34 R 0/11 0.0 R 212  16.7
AZ 3 R 4/9 444 R 38 3756 1T R 8/16¢ 50.0 R 10/20  50.0
AR 36 D on 0.0 D 0/4 0.0 45 D 0/19 00 D 1/18 5.6
CA 34 D 0/8 00 D 113 7.7 22 D 3N 9.7 D 6/32 18.8
CoO 13 R 1/8 125 R 3/9 33.3 4 R 310 300 R 4/11 36.4
CT 16 D N 176 D 8/34 235 13 D 6/23 26.1 D 3/23 13.0
DE 30 D 15 200 R 05 0.0 19 D 5/24 208 R 3/23 13.0
FL 11 R Q/5 0.¢ D 5/13 385 40 R 3/23 13.C D 0/26 0.0
GA 24 D 117 143 D 211 18.2 38 D 3/26 115 D 1/32 3.1
HI 8 D e 188 D 718 38.9 14 D 4/16 25.0 D 3/20 15.0
ID 4 R 477 571 R 1/7 14,3 3 R 110 1060 R 9/14  64.3
IL 18 R 315 200 D 419 211 1% R 3/16 18.8 D 6/31 19.4
IN 14 R 3/16 188 D 415 26.7 30 R 319 15.8 D 2/26 7.7
IA- 12 D 312 250 R 313 231 23 D 218 111 R 318 16.7
KS 19 R 310 30,0 R 110 10.0 7 R 9/27 33.3 R 7/28 250
KY 36 D 0/8 0.0 D 0/8 0.0 44 D 1/15 67 D 0/18 0.0
LA 36 D 0/2 00 D 012 0.0 43 D 116 6.3 D 0/16 0.0
ME 19 D 2/5 400 D 05 0.0 2 D 9/24 375 D 14/26 53.8
MD 21 D 1/8 125 D 419 211 20 D 3/21 14.3 D 4/21 19.0
MA 27 D 1/8 125 D 1/77 14.3 24 D 5/27 185 D 2127 7.4
M 15 R 1/20 50 D 13/44 295 11 R 218 11.1 D 14/56  25.0
MN 10 D 4/13 30.8 D . 4/15 26.7 18 D 4119 211 D 3/20 15.0
MS 36 D 0/1 00 D 072 0.0 3 D 2/38 53 D 4/38 10.5
MO 20 D Q0 0.0 D 4112 33.3 12 D 0/29 00 D 17/57 29.8
MT 33 D 0/6 00 R 1/ 16.7 21 D 417 235 R 1115 6.7
NE 36 NP O/t 0.0 UNICAMERAL 30 NP 2/18 11.1 UNICAMERAL
NV 19 R 217 286 D 1/8 12.5 8 R 1/9 11.1 D 4711 36.4
NH 7 R 1710 10.0 R 14/40 35.0 5 R 7/121 33.3 R 9/29 31.0
NJ 25 R 1714 7.1 R 4/20  20.0 38 R 018 0.0 R 3/22 13.6
NM 36 D 0/8 6.0 D 07 0.0 28 D 110 100 D 2116 125
NY 32 R 2/25 8.0 D 3/32 9.4 37 R 0/48 0.0 D 7/53 13.2
NC 23 D 1/7 143 D 1/6 16.7 17 D 3/29 10.3 D 7/26 26.9
ND 26 D 177 143 R 1/7 14.3 26 D 1112 83 R 2012 16.7
CH 23 R Q/8 .0 D 210  20.0 27 R 114 7.1 D 427 14.8
OK 35 D 0/9 .0 D 1/22 4.5 31 D 4/20 20.0 D 1/26 3.8
OR 6 D 414 286 R 6/19 31.6 4 D 514 357 R 310 30.0
PA 36 D 0/8 0.0 b 017 0.0 41 D 2122 2.1 D 0/25 0.0
RI g D 519 263 D 8/26 30.8 10 D 3/13 23.1 D 3113 23.1
SC 36 D ON 0 D 0/4 0.0 46 D 0116 0.0 D 0711 0.0
SO 31 D 2/9 222 R 0Nz 0.0 9 D 4/13 30.8 R 2/12  16.7
TN 28 D 212 167 D 113 7.7 42 D 1114 7.1 D 0/15 0.0
TX 5 D 0N Q0 D 1/2 50O 29 D 113 7.7 D 4/31 12.9
UT 33 R 0/5 00 R 17 14.3 33 R 0/20 0.0 R 4/21 18.0
vT 7 R 35 600 D 05 0.0 25 R 1116 7.1 D 3/19  17.6
VA 36 D 0/4 00 D 05 0.0 3% D oM 0.0 D 2/20  10.0
WA 2 D 817 471 D 817 471 4 D 513 38.5 D 6/20  30.0
wy 22 D 155 20 D 1/ 16.7 16 D 4j23 174 D 4/20 20.0
wl 17 R 210 200 D 314 21.4 6 R 6/17 35.3 D 10/35 28.6
wy 5 R /% 200 R _4/10 400 28 R oMn2 00 R _312, 250
TOTALS 74/430 17.2 133/603 221 ' 137/954 14.4 206/1140 18.1

*Rank is for leadership pesitions enly and is based on combined senate and house figures. States with the exact sama parcentages are given
the same rank; states with the lowest proportion of women in leadership positions are ranked 36.

Rank is for standing committae chairs only and is based oh combined senate and house figures. States with the exact same percentage are
given the seme rank; states with the lowest proportion of women standing committee chairs are ranked 46,
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