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Intergenerational Discussion
Yesterday we facilitated/participated in what was supposed to be an intergenerational discussion between young women (late teens to mid twenties) and older women (55 and older – grandmother age). This event, this workshop, we thought, had the potential to offer something great to women in age groups that are commonly pushed to the margins. 
The idea was that there would be discussions about what the greatest gender challenges were for younger and older women and to compare and contrast. Also, to ask the older generation what their biggest gender challenge was when they were young women in their teens and to then see how times have or have not changed. It was also supposed to be a forum to debunk some of the myths and stereotypes that are prevalent with regards to young and old women.

Those were our intentions.

However, as with many events, things don’t always go as one would expect; sometimes this is a good thing other times it is a difficult thing – Unfortunately in our case, it was the latter.

We arrived to find an absolutely terrible venue at our disposal. It was a large hall with an invasive echo located on a street that housed many people and cars. There was a constant distraction of cell phones going off and people walking in and out of the room. The venue did not lend itself as a comfortable, safe space for women to discuss challenging issues.

We then discovered that our age requirements for women had not exactly been met in the way that we had asked or intended for. We arrived to see that there girls as young as 8 and the eldest women that were there, were no older than women in their 40s – this was not conducive to what we had planned.

Asking a young girl of 8 years old what she thought the biggest difference was between boys and girls wasn’t something that a child that age was able to articulate. Also, discussions of rape were prevalent and in this type of discussion, children that age don’t need to be subjected to this topic; it only generates misunderstandings and nervous laughter, which is not productive for anyone in the group.

The second part of our workshop was supposed to be a time when women – one old, one young – could have one on one time to discuss what it meant to be young and old and where the differences and similarities lay. Much to our dismay, what resulted was young girls, when asked what they learned or what they had taken away from this experience, the response that was given was that they should obey their parents because their parents are always acting in their best interest. This clearly meant that the age groups did not lend themselves to being able to separate a mother daughter relationship. Thus, not only did their answers sound as if they were regurgitated responses but it also meant that the discussion that we had hoped would have happened between the two women, did not happen.

In saying all this, I still firmly believe that this type of intergenerational discussion could prove to be invaluable and the connections that are possible can be crucial to understanding a way in which women can stand in solidarity. Unfortunately, our workshop needed more attention to detail and as a result it wasn’t the event that we had hoped it would be.  

