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Background:
Women's activists have marked November 25 as a day against violence since 1981. On December 17, 1999, the United Nations General Assembly designated 25 November as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women (Resolution 54/134). The UN invited governments, international organizations and NGOs to organize activities designated to raise public awareness of the problem on this day as an international observance. Women around the world are subject to rape, domestic violence and other forms of violence, and the scale and true nature of the issue is often hidden.

This date came from the brutal assassination in 1960, of the three Mirabal sisters, political activists in the Dominican Republic, on orders of Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo (1930-1961).

Women are marking 25 November every year as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. On this day, women activists and organizations around the world carry out activities and events to mark the day.

Women’s rights activists and organizations in Kurdistan and Iraq have gone long way in the recent year in demanding women’s human rights and have been able to bring up the issue of women’s rights and violence againts women on the agenda of the authorities and civil society organziations. In doing so, women’s rights organizations and activists have been able to use international conventions and resolutions on women’s rights as a basis to advocate women’s rights and mobilze women and the public to protect women’s rights and demand the society to portect women from abuse and violence.

Objectives:

· Introduce the International Day against Gender-Based Violence to the Kurdish society.

· Mobilize the local population, particularly women, girls and youth to mark 25 November and join the 16 days of activities campaign carried out every year worldwide to mark the day.
· Disseminate literature and background information about 25 November and highlight the significance of this event for women and human rights movement in general
Activities:

The International Day against Gender-Based Violence on 25 November represents an important event which needs to be remembered and marked by women in Kurdistan. Asuda wants to carry out several activities on this day this year. The activities include the following:

1. Printing and Putting Up Banners:

· Printing and putting up banners carrying messages about the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.
200 banners [3m x 0.9m] were printed in high quality and put up in public areas in the target locations. The printed banners carried articles of the UDHR highlighting women’s rights and denouncing violence and abuse of women as well as demands from the KRG. The text printed on the banners were:
“The KRG must support women’s rights groups and organizations to combat violence against women”
“Women have legal right to protection”

“Violence against Women constitutes a violation of human rights and basic liberties”

“Women have right to equality and personal security”
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2. Producing and Broadcasting Radio Programs:

· Produce and broadcast radio programmes about the event and invite women’s rights activists and advocates to talk about this day to the public:
4 radio programs were produced and aired on Nawa Radio [Nawa radio broadcasts in Kurdish and Arabic and covers the entire Kurdistan Region in addition to Kirkuk and Mosul and also broadcasts on Satellite]. The radio programs were broadcasted every Saturday at 1530 HRS and were repeated at 2000 HRS the same day. Following are the details of the radio programs:


- Gender-Based violence and its victims:
Date aired: 22 November 2008
Guest/Speaker: Kner Abdullah, member of Sulaymaniyah Governorate Council, Head of Women’s Committee at the Sulaymaniyah Governorate and women’s Rights Activist.
Guest/Speaker: Bahra, a victim of domestic violence earlier protected and assisted by Asuda.


- One week of Activism against gender-based violence campaign organized by the KRG and Boycott of NGOs
Date aired: 29 November 2008
Guest/Speaker: Aram Jamal, Human Rights Activist and Kurdish Institute for Elections [KIE].

Guest/speaker: Jula Haji: Secretariat Member of Kurdistan Women’s Union, Erbil.

- Women’s Rights in International Conventions.

Date aired: 6 December 2008
Guest/Speaker: Rubar [Masters Degree Student]
Guest/Speaker: Rewaz Faiq [Law Ph. D. Student]

- Status of Women’s Rights on the on the occasion of 60th Anniversary of Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Date aired: 13 December 2008
Guest/Speaker: Karzan Fazil, Lawyer

Guest/Speaker: Tavga Omer, Director, Human Rights Ministry
 

       
-Handicapped Girls and Women and their special needs.

Date aired: 20 December 2008 

Guest/Speaker: Kanar Bebak, Blind Author and Poet
Guest/Speaker: Rezan Ahmed, Member of Kurdistan Handicapped Union

3. Printing Leaflets on 25 November Background History:

Leaflets containing facts and background information about 25 November and 16 Days of Activism as well as other issues related to rights of women were printed and distributed to the public and students during the seminars.
4. Printing and Distributing T-shirts:

1000 T-shirts were printed and distributed to students in secondary schools during seminars and to other people. The T-shirts carried the campaign logo and the following expression in Kurdish and English: “Take Action, 25 November – 10 December, 16 Days of Activism against gender Based-Violence, 2008, Asuda”
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5. Conducting 13 Seminars in Secondary Schools in the target locations:
13 seminars were conducted by the project staff in secondary schools in the target locations to explain to students the history of 25 November and the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. The following table explains the seminars conducted in each target location:
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	No
	Date
	Location
	School
	Class
	Students
	Lecturer
	Remarks

	
	
	
	
	
	Male
	Female
	Total
	
	

	1
	2 December 2008
	Chwarta, Sharbazher
	Chwarta 
	5 and 6
	19
	17
	36
	Chia Yassen, Social Worker

Paywast Arif Marouf, Lawyer
	As this school was the only secondary school, 3 sessions were conducted in the same school for 3 groups of students

	
	
	
	
	
	17
	18
	35
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	19
	10
	29
	
	

	2
	3 December 2008
	Pishdar, Qaladiza
	Qaladiza
	5 and 6
	21
	12
	33
	Chia Yassen, Social Worker

Paywast Arif Marouf, Lawyer
	

	
	
	
	
	
	20
	15
	35
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	21
	16
	37
	
	

	3
	3 December 2008
	Rania
	Kewarash
	
	23
	18
	41
	Chia Yassen, Social Worker

Paywast Arif Marouf, Lawyer
	

	
	
	
	
	
	26
	17
	43
	
	

	4
	4 December 2008
	Halabja
	Halabja
	
	76
	
	76
	Chia Yassen, Social Worker

Paywast Arif Marouf, Lawyer
	

	
	
	
	Ayinda
	
	
	80
	80
	
	

	
	
	
	Martyrs
	
	
	45
	45
	
	

	5
	6 December 2008
	Said Sadiq
	Matin
	
	30
	26
	56
	Chia Yassen, Social Worker

Paywast Arif Marouf, Lawyer
	

	
	
	
	
	
	85
	75
	160
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	
	706
	
	


1. Asuda contribution:
Asuda contributed to the project by producing 1000 logo pins carrying the campign logo and the distribution of a pamphlet about Asuda and protection services as well as how to reach Asuda shelter.
Project Impact:
1. Radio programs received good attention by the public and interacted with the programs by calling the programs by the phone and …

2. As most schools in the rural areas are mixed [boys and girls] boys were also interested in the subjects 
3. Students received the seminars positively and interacted actively in the sessions with questions and comments. Most students asked Asuda to carry out similar projects in the future.

4. The project has significant impact on the general population, 706 students in the seminars and over 8000 people listen to the radio programs according to Nawa Radio and recipients of the promotional materials such as leaflets, T-Shirts, banners and Pins are estimated to be over 2000 people.
Constraints/Difficulties:

1. Short time caused some difficulties and therefore caused some delays.

2. Eid Holidays  
3. As most schools have two shifts, we faced difficulties to get bring together the students for seminars and get the sufficient time in some schools.
4. Due to the delay in the approval and signing the agreement which was on Thursday, 27 November 2008 and this was followed by Friday and Saturday so that actual work started on Sunday, 30 November, the total 16 seminars target could not be met, therefore only 13 seminars were conducted. Thus, Seminars were not conducted in Hawraman area. 
Conclusions:
1. The project was successful and had considerable impact on the beneficiaries. The people in the target areas were excited about the project an appreciated the activities. The radio programs also received significant interaction from the audience and most callers regarded the subject and the occasion as important.

2. The project was of particular interest and importance to Asuda and the beneficiaries as this was the first time Asuda carries out awareness project in schools targeting school girls at adolescent age and informing them about Gender-Based violence.


3. As this project was received positively by the beneficiaries, the public as well as the authorities, it could be a model for future similar projects with particular focus on schools and the education system in general.

4. The seminars were very interesting to the students who actively participated in discussions and interactions with the lecturers and demanded similar activities in the future.
N.B: Samples of the printed materials as well as a CD containing photos of activities will be sent to you by mail.
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