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preface

The Center for Women's Global Leadership is pleased to present the complete transcript of the
Copenhagen Hearing on Economic Justice and Women’s Human Rights’. This Hearing, which was
co-convened by DAWN (Development Alternatives with Women for a2 New Era) and the Global Center in
collaboration with the organizations listed on the title page, was held at the UN World Summit on Social
Development in Copenhagen, March 7, 1995. The Social Summit was a particularly important site at which
to present women’s experiences of violations of their social and economic rights because of its focus on
poverty, unemployment and social disintegration.

The Copenhagen Hearing is the third in a series of International Hearings and Tribunals that the Global
Center has convened as part of the Global Campaign for Women’s Human Rights. The series began with
the Clobal Tribunal on Violations of Women'’s Human Rights at the UN World Conference on Human
Rights (Vienna, 1993). This Tribunal gave a public face to violations of women’s human rights and helped gain
recognition of gender-based violence as a human rights violation. in addition, it galvanized the appointment
of a UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women. At the International Conference on Population
and Development (Cairo, 1994), women sought recognition of health as a human right, and the Cairo
Hearing on Reproductive Health and Human Rights underscored this demand. The Copenhagen
Hearing on Economic Justice and Women's Human Rights broke new ground by highlighting US
complicity in viclations of socio-economic rights both within the country and internationally. This series will
culminate with the Beijing Tribunal on Accountability for Women'’s Human Rights to be held at the UN
IV World Conference on Women on September 1, 1995.

The Copenhagen Hearing was a watershed which challenged the world's governments to incorporate a
holistic understanding of women’s human rights into their economic and social policies — an understanding
which underscored the indivisibility of all human rights. The Hearing built solidarity across geographic
boundaries by bringing together women from the South and the North to address the impact of United
States policies on their lives. In holding the United States accountable for policies which directly or indirectly
violate a wide range of economic, social and cultural rights along with civil and political rights, women
advanced strategies toward a more just world order. The Hearing provided a highly visible public space for
women who are often not heard at UN conferences to claim their human rights and to demand that
governments promote and protect these rights rather than treat them as elements of intergovernmental
negotiations.

The coordinating committee for the Hearing, comprised of women from women's, economic justice,
and human rights groups throughout the world, worked intensively over several months to develop the
issues to be highlighted. They identified testifiers, shaped the themes and format of the Hearing, and
focused the testimonies on common concerns without losing the specific conditions that women confront
in their own cultural, political and geographic contexts. Testimonies were developed to reflect women's
resistance and activism, rather than victimization and resignation. A set of specific demands were also
developed and publicly presented to the US delegation at the Social Summit.

The Hearing testimonies covered a broad range of issues, but are linked through four categories, giving
tangible meaning to the indivisibility of women’s human rights across geographic, political and cultural
boundaries. The first category, Economic Adjustment and Marginalization, included three testifiers: Cora Lee
Johnson (US) who spoke about her struggles to obtain better housing, health care and jobs in her low-
income, rural, African-American community; Mahfoudha Alley Hamid (Tanzania), a farmer and a poet, who
described the adverse impact of structural adjustment policies on her farm and her family’s health and

1 For clarity, some of the transcripts have been edited in conjunction with participants’ written testimony.
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education; and Carol Langlais (US), a mother participating in the welfare program, who called on the United
States to account for the punitive aspects of welfare reform. The second section, Sexual Exploitation and
Violence, began with Carolina Araullo (Philippines), a medical doctor, who spoke of violence against women,
particularly in the form of military prostitution, resulting from the presence of US military bases in
the Philippines. Shannon Booker (US), who suffered years of domestic abuse before killing her abuser
in self-defense, testified about the connections between domestic violence, poverty and the criminal
justice system.

The next section, Trade Policy, linked testimonies from the US, Canada and Mexico and described the
consequences of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and other economic policies on
women's social and economic rights. Julia Quifiones de Gonzalez (Mexico) addressed the environmental
and health impact of NAFTA on women workers as well as violations of their civil and political rights. She was
followed by Miche Hill (Canada), a community organizer who spoke of the destructive consequences of
NAFTA in the form of increasingly restrictive social and economic policies in Canada. Cai Fen Lin (US)
concluded this section by recounting the exploitative conditions she faced as an immigrant garment worker
in the US, along with her involvement with Asian Women Immigrant Advocates and their Garment Worker’s
Justice Camypaign.

The final section addressed Economic Policy, Health and the Environment. Rita Pereira (Cuba) detailed
the way that the increasingly harsh conditions which have resulted from US economic sanctions affect health
care and health care workers in Cuba. Charlotte Black Elk (US/Sioux Nation) concluded the Hearing by
illustrating the destruction of the environment and damage done to the culture of indigenous peoples in
the US by government policies.

The testimonies provided a powerful indictment of global economic forces. They offered concrete
evidence of how women in the South and the North have been devastated by the recent processes of
economic restructuring and structural adjustment. The stories showed how the globalization of the world
economy, while facilitating increased profits for transnational corporations and financial institutions, has
increased poverty and unemployment for women. With contingent and insecure employment, unemploy-
ment, dangerous working conditions and lowered wages on the rise, governments are cutting social
services, health and education programs and food subsidies.

The explicit focus of the Hearing on the accountability of the United States arose from an acknowl-
edgement of its powerful position in the world economy, as well as its self-proclaimed role as a worldwide
proponent of women’'s human rights. The Hearing’s intent was to prompt the US to take leadership in
reaffirming that human rights are universal and indivisible, including the right to development and to a safe
environment. However, women who testified articulated standards and recommendations which were not
restricted to the United States but also spoke to UN policy, the policies of international financial institutions
like the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, and national trade and economic policies of other
governments as well.

The Copenhagen Hearing took place in conjunction with many activities by non-governmental
organizations which challenged the presumption by governments that solutions to poverty, unemployment
and marginalization reside in profit and market-centered economic expansion. Rather, groups from around
the world proposed a global economic model based on gender-sensitive and people-centered sustainable
development, with fundamental respect for human rights at its core. Although women did not transform
the Social Summit agenda as much as we had hoped, the final Programme of Action? does reflect many
advances for women’'s human rights. Among other things, the document recognizes the importance of
NGOs, civil society, and women as major actors in social development. Other positive outcomes included

2 World Summit on Social Development, Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action, March 1995,
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o A reaffirmation of the importance of core human rights standards — civil, political, economic, social
and cultural — including the right to development;

e language about the importance of women’s role in social development and the need for gender
specific approaches to policy and programming. One of the ten commitments in the Declaration
calls for promoting gender equality and improving the status of women (Commitment 5);

& A recognition of the increased burden on women created by poverty and social disintegration, along
with the acceptance of a broad definition of the family, and a call for the quantitative consideration
of the value of unrenumerated work;

e The advancement of basic workers' rights and the rights of migrant workers, as well as a
commitment to respect the right of indigenous people to maintain their identity, culture and inter-
ests; and,

e Acknowledgement that structural adjustment programs must be reviewed so as to reduce their
negative impact, and a request to the World Bank, the IMF and other regional development banks
to give higher priority to social sector lending.

The Copenhagen Hearing on Economic Justice and Women’s Human Rights represents an
important step forward in the articulation of a vision of human rights which deepens solidarity among
women around the world through demanding accountability from global and national institutions. Women
can utilize the opening created by this event and by women’s organizing throughout the world, to continue
to build international networks, while insisting that the policies of governments and international institutions
be based upon a new paradigm of social and economic development in which a holistic and indivisible
conception of the social, economic, cultural, civil and political rights of all women is central.

Charlotte Bunch Mallika Dutt Susana Fried
Director Associate Director Senior Program Associate
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opening remarks

Mallika Dutt
Center for Women'’s Global Leadership

Greetings. Welcome to the Copenhagen Hearing on Economic Justice and Women'’s Human Rights.
This Hearing, which is third in a series of Hearings and Tribunals, focuses on violations of women’s economic
and social rights, committed primarily by the policies and practices of the United States. It is part of the
Global Campalign for Women's Human Rights, a campaign comprised of over one thousand organizations
around the world that have mobilized at world conferences and other events to insist that women’s
fundamental humanity be recognized in all policies of all governments and institutions.

The Global Campaign was launched at the World Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna in
1993. Using the Global Tribunal on Violations of Women’s Human Rights and other mechanisms, women
won the recognition first, of women'’s rights as human rights, and second, of violence against women as a
violation of women’s human integrity. At that Conference, a Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women
was appointed, and a call for the integration of gender into all United Nations human rights mechanisms was
made in the Vienna Declaration. Women won these victories after massive mobilizing and we took the gains
that we made in Vienna to the Intermational Conference on Population and Development, where at
the Cairo Hearing on Reproductive Health and Human Rights, women insisted that their health was a
fundamental human right that could not be compromised by population policies, by religious
fundamentalism, or by organizations that had interests other than women’s dignity and human rights at
their center. The success of our organizing at Cairo has led us to focus on violations of social and economic
rights because we believe that women'’s experiences demonstrate that human rights must be understood as
integrated, indivisible and holistic, and must address what happens to people in all aspects of their lives: civil,
political, social, economic, cultural and environmental. All of these aspects of human rights must be ensured
and respected in order to fulfill the ideals of the United Nations which was formed 50 years ago.

We have gathered at the World Summit on Social Development to demonstrate that the extent of
human rights violations perpetrated by the United States government or with its complicity, apply to women
in the North and in the South. What is unigue about this gathering is the dynamic networking and building
of alliances that has happened between women of the North and South in highlighting the range of human
rights violations around the world. As members of households, families, communities and nations, we bring
a vision and wealth of knowledge to the global dialogue about the nature of the world order we are
constructing for the new millennium.

Our focus on the United States is not accidental. Because of the power the US wields in the world
economy, and because it has great influence over macro-economic policies, it should be held accountable
for the consequences of its policies. As a world leader that claims to stand for “liberty and justice for all,” the
US has a particular responsibility in stopping its own violations. By the US, we mean all levels of government
at the federal and state level. However, in specifically naming the United States we do not want to exonerate
any government. All governments are complicit in these violations, and we want to underscore that as
women we hold them all accountable.

The values and commitments to women’s human rights expressed in the programmes of action arising
from the United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development, the World Conference
onh Human Rights, the Internatlonal Conference on Population and Development and the World
Summit on Social Development are meaningless without an honest recognition that the macroeconomic

1 World Conference on Human Rights, The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, June 1993,
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policies pursued by many of the world’'s governments do not respect or promote human rights. In fact,
these policies are responsible for gross violations of human rights, as is apparent in the growing
gap between rich and poor and among nations, the increasing impoverishment of people, the denial of
workers' rights, and punitive social service cutbacks through economic restructuring and structural
adjustment programs.

At the Social Summit, our human rights are being played off against one another at the bargaining table
as governments negotiate the Declaration and Programme of Action. We want to underscore that
women’s human rights and the right to development are intertwined and inseparable issues. We will not
allow any government to evade responsibility for promoting and protecting alf human rights by creating
false dichotomies. In addition, we insist that our human rights cannot be made bargaining chips in
governments’ political games. We have just heard that at meetings that are being held in Geneva at this
time, the Chinese government is trying to prevent the gains of Vienna by creating obstacles to the
integration of gender into all levels of UN Human Rights mechanisms.

We are here to say that as we move forward into the 21st century, we will not allow our bodies and our
lives to be the playing fields for governments, and that we will not allow the gains that we have made to be
reversed anywhere. At the IV World Conference on Women? in Bejiing, we will strengthen our call for the
accountability of the United Nations and the world’s governments to promote and protect women’s human
rights through the final Tribunal of this series.

Women's activism at the local, national and international level demonstrates that our experiences in
building and sustaining ourselves and our communities in the face of systematic violations offers vision and
direction for the creation of a new world order. We call upon the United States and all governments to
exercise their power in the promotion and protection of fundamental human rights. It is only through the
recognition of the inherent value and dignity of each and every human being that the lofty ideals of the
World Summit on Social Development can be made a reality.

| would now like to turn over the floor to Peggy Antrobus of DAWN, Development Alternatives with
Women for a New Era, the co-convener of this event. We are very pleased to be in solidarity, South and
North, in bringing the Copenhagen Hearing on Economic Justice and Women’s Human Rights to you.
Thank you.

2 To be held in Bejjing, China; August 30-September 15, 1995.
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Peggy Antrobus
DAWN (Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era)

On behalf of DAWN, | would like to join the Center for Women's Global Leadership in welcoming you to
these hearings. DAWN is a network of women from the economic South promoting approaches to
development, based on the perspectives, visions and strengths of women from the South. The network was
an outcome of the work we did in preparation for the NGO Forum at the Ill World Conference on Women
held in Nairobi in 1985, and reflects the increasing concern of women from the South about the devastating
impact on people and the environment of an economic model which focuses on economic growth as the
measure of development. Our main purpose is to produce an analysis of key development issues from the
perspective of women in our regions.

Our collaboration with the Center for Women'’s Global Leadership in these Hearings marks a new phase
in our work, reflecting initiatives to build alliances with networks based in the North, which share our
concerns and our vision. We are particularly happy to be working with the Center which has demonstrated
its commitment to the advancement of women’s rights as human rights through its work leading up to the
World Conference on Human RIghts in Vienna in 1993, and its support for the on-going Global
Campaign for Women's Human Rights.

The violations of women's socio-economic rights that you will hear in these testimonies this afternoon
are not acts of God, or the “natural order” of things. They take place within, and are a consequence of, a
particular set of macro-economic policies - calculated and deliberate policy choices of people in authority -
mostly men. These policies are formulated and/or adopted by governments and institutions at national,
regional and international levels. They go by different names — structural adjustment policies, supply side
economics, neo-liberalism, export and market oriented policies, Reaganomics — but they constitute a
framework which places the interests of capital before those of people. They reflect a set of values which
makes the creation of wealth an end in itself rather than a means to an end.

This framework affects every aspect of people’s lives — the wages they earn, the cost of goods and
services and their access to health, education, welfare and even to jobs, where they live and the air they
breathe. It also sets up a situation within which people can or cannot express certain attitudes towards
women, children, the elderly, the poor, indigenous people and people who are different from those in power
according to race, ethnicity, nationality, religion or physical ability. The policy framework determines who is
included or excluded from the process of policy making itself. By this process of exclusion, we who are
dispossessed do not even have the opportunities to shape those policies.

At the center of this process is Washington, DC and the national and international institutions it
controls. | will explain this with a story. In the last years of the 1980's, at an international conference in
Amsterdam, | was attending a workshop on the role of the United Nations. One of the speakers, a very senior
official of the UNDP and a Jamaican by birth, made the following statement:

There can only be one macro-economic policy. That policy is set in Washington,

and the role of the UN is to ensure that governments of developing countries follow that
policy...and the role of specialized agencies IWHO, FAO, UNESCQ, etcl is to ensure that the various
departments of governments develop programmes that are consistent with this policy.

‘And,” he added — just in case people thought he was joking — “the UN is wrong to encourage
governments to think otherwise”. '

Today the economic systems of countries, rich and poor, are even more integrated. Globalization is a
fact of life and the consequences for people and the natural environment have indeed been devastating.
Unfortunately, people are increasingly inclined to say “There is no alternative”. But there can be another way.



People can help to bring this about if they understand the fink between many of the social ills of today's
world and the socio-economic, political and cultural structures that underlie that framework.

Listening to these testimonies may help you to understand the links, and lead you to question the
structures in a way that none of our leaders seem to willing to do at the Beila Centre [site of the
governmental conference of the World Summit on Social Development! today.

I would now like to introduce the next speaker. She is Noeleen Heyser, the new Director of UNIFEM
(United Nations Development Fund for Women). More importantly, I would like to introduce Noeleen as one
of us, one of the network of women from the South who was involved in the formation of DAWN in 1985.
She was also the Director of the Asia and Pacific Centre for Women and Development, based in Malaysia, and
DAWN'’s Regional Coordinator for South East Asia. Noeleen has challenged women to take leadership in
setting the development agenda for the 21st Century. It gives me the greatest pleasure to invite her to
speak at this session in which some of the issues that have and will continue to propel women to leadership
will be presented.
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Noeleen Heyser
UNIFEM (United Nations Development Fund for Wwomen)

It is an honor to address this meeting. | would like to thank the conveners for inviting me as the
keynote speaker. UNIFEM is the women’s voice and conscience of the United Nations system. It was borne
out of an international women’s movement and it continues to be accountable to that movement.
Therefore, when the efforts of the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna focused on
human rights, UNIFEM worked extremely hard to ensure that women'’s rights were seen as human rights.

It is no accident that all of the pasters you see here are UNIFEM posters. We are not ashamed to say,
loud and clear, that women's economic, social and cultural rights have to be reaffirmed as human rights.
Human rights are not just political and civil rights. We keep stressing that we have to look at the linkages
between how people live, work, consume and reproduce. That is extremely important in emphasizing the
issue of human rights.

What UNIFEM has said is that women’s reality and concerns have to be made central to the whole
development concept. We have to invest in women, on their own terms and in their own right. We have to
empathize with their right to their own person. Therefore we have a vision of integrating women's rights as
human rights into larger development reforms.

What is important in the testimonies that will be presented is that they are only the tip of the iceberg in
showing the individual courage and commitment which is symbolic of millions of women each day, in every
country, who struggle for a better quality of life. And how, in fact, macro-economic policies and
the globalization that is taking place undermine the sustainable livelihoods that many women fought to
put together.

As we enter into the 21st century, we have to be very concerned that women still make up 70% of the
world’s poor. Women who live in poor countries and communities are more impoverished than men. Women
bear an unfortunate share of poverty worldwide. Women also shoulder an unequal burden in coping with
poverty at local and household levels. It is very sad that women who make up the rural poor have doubled in
the last twenty years. We need to put this picture side by side with the creation and concentration of new
wealth, and the fact that capital exchange on the global level accumulates to something like $1 trillion a day
with no accountability to countries and women for generating sustainable livelihood.

We need to emphasize women’s empowerment and women’s rights to question that type of
glohalization and that type of development. We need to ensure that employment generation is accountable
to women as human beings. For many women, unemployment and underemployment have little meaning.
For women employed in the formal sector, the creation of a job is not enough, because a job has to provide
equal pay for equal work. It has to offer human dignity and security. Very often this does not happen. In the
informal sector, you find a direct casualization of women's work. Increasingly, there is very little protection of
women’s well-being.

We also need to look at issues of social integration. What does it mean from the perspective of women?
For instance, there are those whose lives are personally disrupted by war. War is an activity of men in which
there is never any victory for women. The collective rape of women in war has re-emerged as a war-crime.
The challenge of security is fundamental to issues of social integration.

Therefore, there are five key challenges that we must emphasize as we enter into the 21st century.
First, we have to ensure that the type of globalization and economic reform that is taking place empowers
women. Second, we have to ensure sustainable livelihoods at the community level. Third, in the atmosphere
of instability that we are experiencing at the international level, we have to support the building of stable
and healthy communities, especially in situations of transnational violence such as rape in war. Fourth, it is
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extremely important to build peace and learn how to resolve conflict on a long term basis. That means
emphasizing the diversity of rights. Finally, we have to return once more to the discussion of ethics and
morality of development within governments and civil society. All of this is a tall order, but without holding
governments accountable, we may lose our human rights.
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Testimonies

Economic Adjustment and Marginalization
Cora Lee Johnson

Good afternoon. My name is Cora Lee Johnson. | am from a small town of just about three thousand
people in America named Soperton, Georgia, where my parents growed up and raised ten children on
sharecropping. | am the baby of the ten that they raised. My grandparents was slaves. So | am descended
from slaves. You can imagine the little town where | came from. 0One or two peoples own the town, and
own everybody in the town, and you only do what they tell you to if you take their word. 1 did this.

| went up to the fourth grade (but that does not mean | have a fourth grade education). | began to
work in the cotton field when | was tall enough to see the cotton (and that is since | could walk) and all of my
life | have gone from one field to the next wondering what | had done so that | worked so hard and so long
and still went hungry. My family married me off at 14. But marriage for me meant going from one corn field
to the next and | worked so hard that my womb would not hold a child.

| was away from Georgia for a while. My mother got sick, and when | first came back | did not want to
come back to what | had left, "yes, sir; no sir,” doing what everybody told me to do. | wanted to know when |
was ever going to be a woman and do what | want to do. | had to do what my parents told me to do, ! had to
do what the folks | worked for told me to do. | got married and had to do what my husband told me to do.
So when was | ever going to get to the place where | was going to be the woman | needed to be to do what |
wanted to do? So | had to stop letting everybody teli me what to do.

Black people in America’s South have never controlled our ability to work; therefore, we have never
been able to use our right to work to improve our lot. Rural Black folks in the US have never been out of
slavery, we went from slavery to sharecropping to workfare.

In slavery, you owned nothing, and they owned you. In sharecropping, you worked their land, calted
them “massa” and were supposed to get a share of the profit. Only there was never any profit, therefore you
owned nothing, and they owned you. On workfare you get a welfare check from the government, but you
have to do at least 40 hours of community service for it. This is supposed to mean you work for an
institution, school, church, doing anything they tell you to do. In Soperton, because the Whites sit on all of
the Boards, they too are an institution. If they tell you to clean their stables and you do not, they report you
to the authorities and they cut you off welfare. Therefore on workfare, you own nothing and they own you.
This is against our human rights.

I want to tell you about Black people and work in America. Black people do nothing but work in America,
but we do not get paid, so they do not call it work. There is this myth that Black people are lazy, do not like
to work, and only want to have babies and live on welfare. Black people cannot find jobs in the United States.
It is hard to get a job even if you have an education. And there are no jobs for uneducated people.

There are two factories in Soperton. That is where most women work. The men go out of town for jobs.
These factories work with contracts. If they get a big contract, they hire experienced operators. A week later
when they meet the contract deadline, they lay you off so that they do not have to pay unemployment
insurance. After one week of work you have to wait 30 days before you can go back to food stamps, and 45
days for welfare, Aid to Families with Dependent Children.

There is a sign at the factory that states “Help Wanted: Experienced Operators Only.” Where are Black
people going to get experience? Of course White folks do not need experience. Poor White women can
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always find a job if there is a job. This is why | started a sewing shop as a place where | could create a job not
just for myself, but to give women experience. | got tired of folks telling me | was underqualified or
overqualified. | set out to learn the system, and the shop gave me a place to pass this information on to
women because it is hard to organize in Soperton. Somebody is always watching. You have to get real crazy
and give them back some of what they give you.

| once was a welfare mother and | need to be on welfare now but they won't give me any, so | learned
how to do without it. But even after teaching welfare mothers how to sew and how to get a job, there are
still no jobs to get. You hear that all welfare mothers do is get babies. | don't think nobody is crazy enough to
have a baby for $45 when you know you can't feed them. But that is a myth that the government has about
us women. 50 we have to let them know that we don't get no babies for $45. And | don't think that there is

‘no woman in here who got a baby by herself. There is a man somewhere out there that's not done what he

was supposed to in the first place.

But they always say “That old welfare mother, all she do is get babies so she can get money. And that
husband, he’s never been there once.” You got to take all of this stuff that the government says. We have a
governor of Georgia who is really crazy. He want to take everybody’s children who is not able to be on
welfare and put them in a “Boystown”.

You get all of these mixed-up kids and let the governor of Georgia spend the first day with them. | think
he would change his mind and give them back to whoever they belong to. Nobody cares and has ever cared
for the poor Black woman in America. Government policies have always made it impossible for Black families
to stay together in the USA.

Not everybody learn how to be a slave. You just is a slave if you is a woman. You are going to slave over
this and slave over that, trying to live with the little bit of money the husband and the government gives
you. You have to slave over it and stretch it further and further so that your kids and your family can eat. So
you learn real young and real well how to slave over whatever you done to do what you have to do.

| want to talk about the woman. Number one, women got to be what you want to be. | am a woman.
Number two, I'm a Black woman. Number three, I'm an old Black woman and I been struggling all my days.
Number four, I'm a sick Black woman. And number five, | am an uneducated Black woman. Do you know
what | want? Do you know who got it? Go over there and don't leave until you got it. That is what women
are going to have to learn to do.

| have learned to fight and to get information nobody intended for me to have. | have learned how to
use that information and share it with other people in my community. | have also learned that | have to make
connections with people outside my community, because we have known people to disappear when they
make too much trouble. My sewing shop is a place where people know they can come when they do not
know what else to do. We make answers.

We have sit back and let the men tell us when to go, where to go, and what to do. | told a man the
other day, “I don’t mind following you, but you got to be going somewhere.” There are too many men telling
us which way to go without telling us how to get there. We got to take care of their children. We got to
clean their house. We got to do all of this stuff. It is time to stand up for what we want. You need to know
what you want. You need to know who got it. You need to go after it, and you don't leave until you get it.
Thank you.
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Mahfoudha Alley Hamid

| was born on the island of Zanzibar. | have come here to testify about structural adjustment programs. |
come from a farming family, and since my childhood it has been emphasized that farming is a great form of
economy and the future of our country.

| had a dream that | would become a modern farmer. After years of working and toiling, | managed to
set back a few coins and buy some undeveloped land. | wanted to do farming as well as poultry.

| took a loan from an insurance company with the farm as security, because | had no other immovable
property. Unfortunately, when | started this project, | had no idea of any financial deals between my country,
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, and | did not know what a structural adjustment
program was.

When things did not go so well, my country, as much as it had resisted, vielded to the superpowers and
adopted a structural adjustment program (SAP). In doing so, Tanzania had to devalue its currency more than
200% within a very short period. The rate of the dollar, which was equivalent to 40 T. Shillings then, is now
560 T. Shillings, 14 times more. The superpowers are twisting our arms and have put a yoke on our shoulders
which we cannot bear, especially women.

| find that | cannot repay the loan | took, as it accrues in interest and | have not yet been able to get use
out of my farm. This is a problem.

Likewise, the cost of other services has skyrocketed. My country, in trying to salvage its shattered
economy, has adopted the system of its people contributing to the basic necessary services like health and
education. Before, the government provided subsidized social services and they were free. Now | have to
bear this yoke as well, as both health and education are imperative to the future of myself and my family.

When there was no SAP to twist the government's arm, we enjoyed free services in these sectors. Now |
have to pay the fees for my children to go to school. They have to sit on bare floors with no desks. | have to
pay school fees and books, which | cannot afford. | have to buy medicine which is the most expensive. Food,
which was also subsidized by the government, is now left in the hands of traders who are free to keep their
own bread. A kilo of sugar which used to sell for about one dollar is now almost 20 dollars. The minimum
wage is less than 20 dollars a month.

| have become pressed for sustenance. | feel that the SAP has widened the gap between those who
"have” and those who “have-not”. Unless other measures are taken, and the superpowers stop twisting us,
my country which has vielded to this economic blackmail, is heading for a downfall and doom.

| would like to read you a poem about SAPS. My poem was written in Swahili. Though English is not my
mother-tongue, | have tried to compile an English version.
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Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP)
By Mahfoudha Alley Hamid

It's disastrous, what can we do

Us, the developing world, are involved too

Tanzania, my country, has been ensnared

We cannot run, we cannot hide, truly we are trapped.

The World Bank has lured us to this

The IMF has fooled us, surely it has

Plunging us to the depth of poverty

Now it hurts, it hurts, they have robbed our liberty

They fooled us with the programme of SAP
Tricking us to devalue our noble currency
Like lambs to the slaughter we did believe
Now we find we have nothing to save.

Oh Lord we sank to the bottom of the bottom
Diseases engulf us, medicines are out of reach
Schools have no books for teachers to teach
How can we contribute when we are not rich

Where can | get food, | am confused
SAP has made sure that | can't afford
Adding fuel to the fire for more devaluation
They sit back and smile to their satisfaction.

Commodities have flooded shops overflow

The prices are high with no hope of going low

My staple food, maize meal, to me has become

A luxury, a luxury, unaffordable to many and not some

My friends, sisters and brothers

| have a question which does not me bother

What is SAP may | ask - pitiless, shameless, murder is their task
Vampires sucking us, adding to the misery

Let us avoid it with all our might

Let it go back, let us all fight

Let them adopt it if it is right

Let us unite and chase it out of sight.

I'm fed up with SAP, | feel like throwing
It has messed my life | am in a cocoon

| can neither feed, nor dress myself
Educating my children is a dream far off

Please, please, please SAP, leave us alone

Please untie the cuffs you have put on

These are our cries, the world hear our plight

Free us from this burden you are squeezing us tight
Please stop sucking us dry.
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Carol Langlais

My name is Carol Langlais. | am 35 vears old. | am a white woman living in the state of Vermont in the
United States of America. | was born and raised in poverty. At the age of 18 | left my mother’s home and
worked for the next 10 years. When | became a mother at age 28, | vowed not to let poverty take my power
away from me like it did my mother. My mother grew up in an orphanage because her family was not
financially able to care for her. She was treated poorly at this orphanage and | vowed | would be a different
kind of mother than she was. United States Congressman Newt Gingrich thinks orphanages are good homes
for poor children. He should ask my mother’s opinion.

My main focus is to keep my happy, healthy, self-confident daughter off the welfare system by keeping
control over our lives even though we must depend on social welfare benefits for now. Three years ago |
joined the Vermont Women's Union when | saw a poster about welfare reforms.

| am here today to tell you that mothers on welfare living in the richest nation in the world, the United
States, are experiencing the violence of poverty and the violation of our human rights. Our government
gives us very little. We do not have enough income to buy the necessities of life. We can not get enough
food stamps and must beg at the food sheif. Many nights mothers must sit and watch their children eat and
then they eat what is left. Mothers are the last in line to get boots or warm clothing for winter. Women often
give all they have to their children. Some women cannot even afford to buy sanitary napkins, but must use
rags for feminine hygiene. Although we are considered the richest nation in the world, our country ignores
its poor women and children.

it is hard for low-income women to get high quality child care because child care in America really does
not exist for low-income women.

in Vermont and in other parts of the country, decent housing is scarce. If you manage to get housing
assistance, which entitles you to subsidized housing outside of large housing developments, you probably
will get good housing. if not, you may be forced to live in housing which no human being should live in. Qur
government seems to think it is acceptable to be without heat, a working toilet or water to wash with. In
Vermont, only 21% of families on welfare live in subsidized housing.

My government is violating my human rights by discriminating against me because | am poor and
without a husband. It is treating me and many other women like children. | will be rewarded for my correct
choices if | do as | am told by my government. We are being told when to take a job, when to work outside
the home, and when to leave our children. A job, they say, will teach us responsibility. The message we hear
from our government is that being a mother does not count, but one of our inherent rights as a mother is
to stay at home with our children and nurture them if we feel that this is the most important thing.

Our fundamental freedom to control our own lives, our human dignity and our personal power is being
violated. The government of the United States is saying we are women who are not capable of controlling
our own destiny and we must develop personal responsibility. To me, and to all women, personal
responsibility means making choices that are right for the individual and her child. Dependency is not the
problem. At times, when life is such a struggle, we often feel overwhelmed making choices alone. But my
country does not understand. Instead, my country is chastizing me and many other women in poverty. My
country does not see the value we have as mothers and what that is worth. My daughter is growing and
developing into a caring human being who, one day, will be a full, productive person in society. She will not
be a lazy, unproductive, unmotivated woman like the stereotype my government is feeding society.

The President of the United States, the United States Congress, and almost all state and local elected
officials in our country are guilty of these acts of discrimination against women and children in poverty. This
type of thinking spreads through all parts of society. It shows up in federal and state government welfare
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reform policies. It shows up in the behavior of employees of social service agencies and schools, it shows up
in the attitudes of the general public who “buy” the negative publicity about welfare mothers.

Federal and state government control welfare mothers through policies and rules which punish us
instead of helping us. For example, child support from absent fathers is used as bribery to women who
receive welfare, The government says, “You tell us what we want to know and we will give you $50 more a
month in child support.” The government makes it sound as if it will be the end of all our problems if we do
as we are told. But the government does not give the child the whole amount of child support which is
collected from the father. What is collected from the father does not increase the living standard of the
family. Instead it goes back to the State for the welfare payments it has given the family.

Our government is not meeting our human needs because it is cutting welfare payments. For instance,
in Vermont, our Governor thought nothing at all about lopping off $70 per month from welfare mothers
living in subsidized housing. As it is, welfare mothers in Vermont receive only 58.6% of what the state says is
necessary to live decently. We are being penalized for being poor.

Now our federal government is even closing its mind to teenage women. If a girl has no future because
school has no expectation of her, she drops out. If she becomes pregnant and has no supportive family, she
has no education, no help, and no welfare. She has very few options. Our government wants to regulate her
behavior by eliminating aid to her and her child.

Government should be accountable for its property which happens to be a welfare woman’s home.
HUD (US Department of Housing and Urban Development) should be made accountable for monitoring and
caring for apartments it subsidizes. In some apartments, toilets back up through common halls, and because
of poor insulation, heating bills can be as high as $200 to $300 a month. Yet fuel assistance is $12 a month
for a family of two in Vermont.

Social service workers and teachers are often disrespectful. They have no understanding of our lives and
no compassion. They think nothing of intruding on our privacy. For instance, a friend of mine on welfare was
diagnosed by an employment counselor as having a “self-defeating attitude.” He never took into account
that she was struggling to put food on the table for her baby and herself after a difficult pregnancy.

Instead of encouraging peopie to help each other, our government pushes people away from each
other by stigmatizing them. People believe the government’s stereotypes about us, even our own relatives.
My Aunt used to call us “white trash.” She said my mother was put on this earth to clean houses. My cousins
could never play with us because we were on welfare.

We, as welfare mothers and as members of the Women's Union, are trying to stop these human rights
violations. We are claiming our own power. We are taking risks and speaking up. For instance, a woman on
welfare was at first denied housing in the housing cooperative where | live because she was paying over 30%
of her income for housing, which was higher than the rules allowed. But we protested and pressured the
people in power to let her in. We are taking the risk that she will be able to continue her rent payments
because we have faith that she is a responsible person. We are not stereotyping her because she is on
welfare.

We are putting pressure on the welfare system and aiso trying to help the public understand that it is
okay if a woman chooses to raise her own children. That is an important job.

During the welfare reform fight in our state legislature, we sent people to the capital to present reports
and talk with law makers about the fact that poor women need to be respected. We need jobs which pay a
wage that can support our families. We want to work in jobs where we are valued as people and give
something valuable to society. We need quality, affordable child care. We need decent housing, adequate
food, and affordable, reliable transportation. We and our children need education and training so we can
become the best we can be. The most important thing is that we and our children are able to make choices

19






