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excerpts from the vienna declaration and
programme of action June 1993

¢¢The human rights of women and of the girl-child are an inalienable, integral and
indivisible part of universal human rights. The full and equal participation of women in
political, civil, economic, social and cultural life, at the national, regional and international
levels, and the eradication of all forms of discrimination on grounds of sex are priority
objectives of the international community, paragraph 18

¢¢The World Conference on Human Rights expresses its dismay at massive
violations of human rights especially in the form of genocide, “ethnic cleansing”
and systematic rape of women in war situations, creating mass exodus of refugees
and displaced persons.®’ paragraph 28

¢6The World Conference on Human Rights urges the full and equal enjoyment
by women of all human rights and that this be a priority for Governments and for the
United Nations.®’ paragraph 36

6The equal status of women and the human rights of women should be integrated
into the mainstream of United Nations system-wide activity.?®  paregraph 37

¢¢The World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance of working towards
the elimination of viclence against women in public and private life, the elimination of all
forms of sexual harassment, exploitation and trafficking in women, the elimination of gender
bias in the administration of justice and eradication of any conflicts which may arise between
the rights of women and the harmful effects of ‘certain traditional or customary practices,
cultural prejudices and religous extremism. >? paragraph 38

$¢The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the decision of the Commission
on Human Rights to consider the appointment of a special rapporteur on violence against
women at its fiftieth session.”’ paragraph 40

¢¢The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms, on the basis of equality
between women and men, a woman’s right to accessible and adequate health care and
the widest range of family planning services, as well as equal access to education at
all levels.”? paragraph 41
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introduction

The following Is a compilation of the 33 testimonies presented by women from 25

~ countries at the Global Tribunal on Violations of Women's Human RIghts during the United
Nations World Conference on Human Rights In Vienna, Austria, June 15, 1993. With
tremendous courage, the women who testified at the Tribunal ended the siience
surrounding violations of women’s human rights and violence against women In
particular.-Since then, their voices have Inspired many others to speak out and organize
similar hearings and tribunals so that female human rights abuse may be documented
and no longer tolerated or condoned by our societles.

The Center for Women's Global Leadership organized the Global Tribunal in collaboration with the
International Women's Tribune Centre, Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development, Asian
Women Human Rights Council, Austrian Women's Shelter Network, Caribbean Association for
Feminist Research and Action, Family Violence Prevention Fund (United States),
Humanistic Committee on Human Rights (The Netherlands), ILANUD and FIRE at Radio
for Peace (Costa Rica), Match International Centre (Canada), Women in Law and
Development in Africa, and the International Solidarity Network of Women Living
Under Muslim Laws. The Tribunal was part of a wider international campaign to have
women's rights recognized as human rights by the United Nations and its member
governments as well as by international human rights organizations. The Tribunal symbolized
the culmination of years of organizing in preparation for the Warld Conference, that also included a
worldwide petition campaign calling for the conference to comprehensively address violations of women's
human rights and violence against women in particular. '

The over-arching objective of the Tribunal was to provide a global forum for women to make a strong
statement protesting the failures of existing human rights laws and mechanisms to ensure women's human
rights. The testimonies recounted by women at the Tribunal also contributed enormously to the important
task of documenting, defining and making visible violations of women's human nghts which the prevalent
conceptualization and practice of human rights have addressed madequately

By bringing patterns of gender-based human rights violations to the foreground, the women who
spoke posed a series of challenges to the international human rights community. if human rights are to be
taken seriously, they must be experienced as universal and indivisible, and women must have recourse to
human rights instruments as a means of contesting abuses of their human rights.

In particular, the testimonies highlighted:
® the obstacles to women's enjoyment of human rights that stem from the distinction
between public and private, especially around violence against women;
@ the often ignored violations of female human rights in war and conflict situations;
® how some claims to cultural and religious rights impede the universality of human rights
with respect to women;
@ the gender-specific dimensions of already recognized international human rights violations;
@ the implications for women of the secondary status of social, economic and cultural rights
relative to civil and poilitical rights; and finally,
@ that violations of women’s human rights occur in both industrialized and “less developed” countries,




The Tribunal testimonies were presented in five inter-connected thematic sessions. Some of the
speakers delivered statements regarding the general status of women’'s human rights as well as specific
types of female human rights abuse in their regions. Others presented personal accounts of human rights
violations they themselves had suffered, or spoke on behalf of another woman not present. Whether they
stood up as critics or victims of gender-based human rights abuse, all of the testifiers also spoke for the
hundreds of thousands of women around the world who could not be in Vienna, and for whom the
testimonies served to symbolize their lived experiences.

The testimonies given by the Tribunal participants have #een transcribed and reproduced here,
and are grouped according to the themes around which they were originally delivered:

Human Rights Abuse In the Family

Women from Austria, Brazil, Costa Rica, Pakistan, Uganda and the United States testified about the abuse of
women's and girls’ human rights in family contexts. Several major themes recurred throughout their
testimonies, including:

& the universality of violence in women’s lives;

o the fact that the *family” is not a site of unconditional safety for women or girls;

o the connection between women’s economic vulnerability and violations of their human rights; and

@ the obstacles to bringing so-called “private” violations to public accountability.

War Crimes Against Women in Conflict Situations

The speakers’ accounts in this section addressed Japanese crimes against women during World War II, on-
going conflicts in Palestine and Peru, as well as more recent sites of socio-economic and political upheaval
including Somalia, the former Yugosiavia, and Russia. The women's testimonies underscored three major
themes with regard to conflict situations:

@ women's bodies are figuratively and actually the site of combat in wartime;

@ women'’s human rights are violated through the exploitation of familial relationships; and

@ women suffer disproportionately from economic and social dislocations caused by conflict.

Violations of Women's Bodily Integrity
The women testifying in this section exposed how patterns of coercion and violence against women
permeate broader social, cultural and economic institutions and practices aimed at controlling women'’s
sexuality and reproduction. Testimony of women from Canada, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Peru, and Sudan
highlighted four major themes:
@ International economic and structural upheavals are resulting in the proliferation of new or
revised forms of exploitation of women sexually and economically;
@ Violations of women’s bodily integrity and denial of their reproductive rights are often defended
or excused in all parts of the world in the name of cultural or religious practice and expression;
& \Women's human rights abuse as the result of forced conformity to heterosexual norms is pervasive; and
@ Women who are physically challenged or “disabled” face additional gender-specific socially constructed
obstacles to the realization of their human rights.

Socio-economic Violations of Women's Human Rights

The women who testified in this section addressed the impact of female economic marginalization, the
increasing incidence of female-supported households which are denied societal support, and discrimination
in racist or colonial contexts, all of which faster women'’s vulnerability to human rights abuse.



These testimonies by women from Bangladesh, Barbados, Cape Verde, the Philippines, and the United States
(Native American) reveal that immigrant women, indigenous women, and women workers across the globe have
severely curtailed access to legal, monetary and institutional resources in their daily struggle for human dignity.
Their accounts reported on:

@ 50Ci0-economic violations against migrant women,

@ the situation of indigenous women in the context. of human rights violations against their group;

& human rights concerns affecting women who organize in trade unions and the women they represent;

o the human rights implications of structural adjustment policies on women'’s lives.

Gender-based Political Persecution and Discrimination

In this session, women from Algeria, Chile/USA, Puerto Rico, and South Africa addressed three dimensions

of the political persecution and discrimination women suffer:

@ Women often face gender-based persecution in detention as well as state-mediated
harassment in civil society.

e WVith growing numbers of women migrants and refugees globally, a system of human rights protection
based on one’s membership in a nation-state is inadequate, especially where there is gender-blindness
to the kinds of human rights violations that women migrants and refugees face.

@ |n balancing the cultural and/or religious freedom of expression of groups against the rights
of individuals, women’s political and civil rights are often sacrificed.

There are between five and seven testimonies for each of the themes outlined above. Only minimal
editing for the purposes of clarity has been done.

For those who are interested in knowing more about the Global Tribunal, a 48 minute video account “The
Vienna Tribunal: Women's Rights are Human Rights” is available from Augusta Productions (phone/fax
1.709.753.1861), and from the Center for Women's Global Leadership. Another publication about the Tribunal
and the Global Campaign for Women's Human Rights entitied Demanding Accountability: The Global Campaign
and Vienna Tribunal on Women'’s Human Rights can also be ordered from the Global Center or from Women Ink
(phone 1.212.661.2704 or fax 1.212.687.8633). Demanding Accountability contains an extended discussion of
the mobilization and organization process both prior to and after the Tribunal, analyses of the significance and
implications of the testimonies themselves, the judges’ statements at the Tribunal, and other key documents
of the Global Campaign for Women's Human Rights.

Charlotte Bunch, Niamh Reilly,
Director Senior Program Associate



testimonies

on human rights abuse
in the family

Gayla Thompson
USA

Did you know that domestic violence results in more injuries to women than mugging, rape, and auto
accidents combined?

I was really nervous all day today about coming up here because | have been going through this for so
many years and have found so few people who care about what happens to battered women.

| was beaten very badly many times by my husband. This man, that | walked down the aisie

with, where there was supposed to be love, violated me. | married this man, but he

beat me and kicked me. He beat me bad enough to cause an abortion. He
kicked babies out of my stomach and beat me without any mercy.

On one incident in particular, we had an argument and he beat me,

he punched me, he kicked me. | was able to get away at one point
and call the police. They told me | had to stay in the house because
they could not do anything if | was not there. So after my call, my
husband decided to beat me again. He threw me against the wall, and
when the police actually came into the home [ was on the floor and he
was on top of me punching me in the face. The reason | have all this
makeup on my face is that | have permanent biack eyes and scars.
Because my husband had on his police uniform, the other officers—there is this
brotherhood among police officers—they decided they could join in and beat me and punch me
while | was on the ground. They thought | was fair game and so they joined in. They did not care that | was
pregnant. | later found out that my husband had to beat me because his girifriend would leave him if | had
this child.

I spoke to the Commissioner of Police. | wrote letters. | was told that | could not file a warrant against
my husband because he was a police officer, that those issues had to be taken up with Internal Affairs. |
spoke to Internal Affairs, | wrote letters to Internal Affairs, and because my husband and the other officers
decided that | had a gun and that is why they had to beat me so badly, | received no help. The police
department wiped clean all of the letters | had written, the complaints | had filed, and because he was
a police officer, | was not able to prosecute. | was not able to get a protection order. | was not able to
get anything.

| was not able to go to work for three weeks. | could not raise my arms any higher than this. When |
went to the hospital that day, they thought that | had been in an automobile accident. But | said, no, that |
had been beaten by my husband.

My attorney never went into court for me. | found that when you are married and only working part-
time, they will not represent your rights. There was medical attention that | needed, mental health attention



that | needed, but my rights were denied straight across the board. | became suicidal. | was put on heavy
anti-depressants. R

It has taken me years just to get to this point. And even to this day, my rights are denied. So it's
important that people in this room really understand. It's hard because | wonder how many people in the
audience, how many people here on the panel, are here because they are concerned with women’s human
rights or are here because it's some place to go?

When you destroy the life of a woman, if she has children, then you are also destroying the lives of
those children so-that you have a chain effect. Because of my depression, my son suffers from depression. |
still have nightmares. | still have night sweats and | have lost my self-esteem. All the things | had hoped for
and believed in were lost.

| got to the point where | blamed my parents. | felt it was their fault because they never beat me as a
child. My rationale was, well, if they had beaten me as a child, | would have been able to come to this
marriage and understand that beating was okay.

| came from a Catholic family, a good family. | was the only daughter with three brothers. | went to
Catholic school and so went to church everyday. | wanted to be an attorney, to work for the FBI. | spent time
studying at Moscow University in Leningrad. | was studying the Russian language. | came from a family
background where the things that have happened to me were not part of my growing up.

And when you are a Catholic, you tend to stay because it is part of your religion. You grow up and you
take on the vows of marriage; you really believe in your heart that as a woman it's up to you to make things
work. People say, “Well, why did you stay?” You stayed because those are your duties and that's what you are
supposed to do as a woman.

But there’s also nowhere to go. I have found through the court systems that there are no referrals for
women who are coming in as battered wives. It doesn't matter if you are coming into court with a broken
arm. | have scars on my face and on my body that | will have until | die. | found no help through the court
system, through the police, nor through the counseling techniques which are just now realizing the
seriousness of battery. It is a new field for them, and they are not equipped to deal with the effects
of battery.

| used to joke about being crazy. Now | suffer from delayed stress syndrome. Loud noises upset me.
Yelling upsets me. I've lost so much of my life and 'm just starting to put it all back again. -

It is important that you understand. | brought up the issue of abuse at a workshop yesterday and
people became very, very hush-hush. No one wants to talk about the abuses that women are receiving on a
daily basis. Everybody in this room, whether they admit it or not, has been abused, or they have a wife, a
sister, a cousin, a niece, an aunt, a neighbor, or a grandparent who has been abused. Until women—women
more so than men—until women decide to take a stand and say, ‘I refuse to be abused, | refuse to let my
neighbor, my cousin, my sister, my mother be abused,” it doesn’t matter what is said here at this podium
today. if we don't sign petitions, if we don't address the issues and make it clear that women have human
rights—period—it doesn’t matter what we ask for later. If our basic human rights are not being met, we will
have nothing. v

I think until women unite across the globe, across their colors, and realize that we have things we have
to fight and combat as women, not as minority women, but as women as a whole, and until women unite
totally, we are always going to have issues and these obstacles. We must stand, stand together, and stand
strong and demand that we have the rights that were due us from the day we were brought onto this earth.
Thank you.

An African American
woman from Buffalo, NY.
Thompson was battered
by her former husband,

a police officer, and
other members of his
department. She had two
miscarriages as a result.
The police department
told her it was not
passible to prosecute
police officers. She
talked about the
multiple symptoms of
battered women and

the failure of the US
political system to deal

with batterers.



Perveen Martha
Pakistan

My name is Perveen Martha. | belong to a poor family of Lahore. Both my mother and father are
sweepers. We are ten brothers and sisters. We received a nominal education. All five sisters are married. My
parents arranged my marriage with Joseph, an electrician at the American Consulate in Lahore, on 10th July
1977. Joseph’s mother is an aya (maid) and his father, Sunny, is a cook.

My in-laws are Urdu-speaking and live in a joint family system. For some time, my relationship with my
in-laws was cordial and during that time [ had three children. We are a Punjabi-speaking family, but when |
spoke Punjabi in my in-laws’ house, | was ridiculed by everyone and developed an inferiority complex as a
result. Even my brothers and sisters were laughed at because they spoke Punjabi.

Everyone in my in-laws house drank alcohol and would force me to drink. | did not like alcoho! and that
made my husband and his family look down on me. My husband started to bring strange women to the
house. When | tried to stop him he began to physically abuse me. | complained to his parents, but they only
called me names and said, “You don't fit into this household. Go find another place to live or else we will
make sure that our son divorces you.”

Thereafter, they started threatening me with all kinds of violence like, “We will kill you or burn you to
death.” | thought these were mere threats. They stopped my family members from visiting me. After this, |
often suffered physical abuse at the hands of my husband and in-laws.

My husband started accusing me of being a “loose woman.” He accused me of having an illicit
relationship with my elder sister's husband, which was totally baseless. My in-laws started treating me like a
pariah. They would say that | was suffering from cancer and tuberculosis. | was not allowed to touch any
household utensils. | had to start cooking my own food separately and keep my eating dishes separate. Many
times | was thrown out of the house by my husband or in-laws, but my parents would take me back and
plead with my in-laws to let me stay.

On February 24, 1984, while | was cooking food for myself, my husband, Joseph, began

screaming at me. He picked up a gallon of kerosene oil, threw it on me, and lit a

match. | ran here and there screaming so wildly that | could be heard outside

the house. My husband and his family then tried to put the fire out, but
by then my body was badly burnt.

Then my in-laws started pleading with me not to report this
matter or to tell anyone that | had been deliberately set on fire. They
also threatened that if | told anyone they would take my children

away from me. | was admitted to Mayo Hospital in Lahore. Nobody at

the hospital asked me how | had gotten burned, but began giving me
first aid as an accident patient. No police proceedings were initiated.

| told no one of what had actually occurred. | was afraid that my children

would be taken away from me. My in-laws told me, “Even if you tell someone, you

are not going to be believed. The police need witnesses, where will you get them from? If you

keep quiet, we will help you with the medical treatment, take you home, and look after you.” | was

discharged from the hospital and went back home, although | had to keep going to the hospital to have the

bandages changed.

After some time had passed and my wounds had healed, it became clear that my face was fully burned
and scarred for life. My husband refused to keep me in the house. He kept my children and told me to leave.
| had to take refuge with my parents. Then my husband initiated divorce proceedings in the court, making
the plea that | had had illicit relations with my brother-in-law. But | swear to Jesus that | have never done any



such thing or ever done any wrong. The divorce case was decided against me. According to the law of our
country, after this court decision, a criminal case could be initiated against me. |, being poor, could not afford
a lawyer.

Then | heard about Hina Jilani, but the period of limitation for appeal was over. My father had died with
grief. At the moment, | am fighting a case against Joseph for the custody of my children and for financial
maintenance. During proceedings, what comes up time and time again is that | am an adulteress who has no
right to seek relief.

It is now five years since they took my children away from me. And my mother-in-law is now their
guardian, when |, their mother, am still alive. | cannot believe that God could allow such injustice to occur. |
am a very poor and vulnerable woman. | am now living in a missionary house and trying to salvage my dignity
and my life. | am fighting the courts for my children and justice. | would never have believed that God would
bring me justice here today before the world.

| swear by God that | want justice for.my life and for my children. | have never committed any
wrongdoing and never will. | want to live, for my children. | beg, in God's name, please return my children to
me. For five years my children have been out of my sight. My mother-in-law is my children’s guardian. | want
to live for my children.

Martha testified as

a survivor of _lmming
by her hushand. She
had no means of legal
recourse, and to
compound the gross
human rights violations
Martha endured in
relations to the burning
incident, her children
were also taken from

her custody.



Stella Mukasa
for Margaret Dravu
Uganda

| wish to highlight the violation of women’s human rights in-Uganda at all the levels in which it exists. |
will give special attention to the issue of women as victims of domestic violence and the need to put
women's rights on the world’s human rights agenda now.

As has already been pointed out, the violations of women’s human rights in Uganda occurs at various
levels. The violations range from traumatic cases of domestic violence, both physical and psychological, to
rape of women, defilement of children, and child marriages. Notable and very challenging is the question of
polygamy within the context of the prevailing AIDS scourge. The situation is reinforced by issues like female
circumcision; lack of proper health facilities; nutritional taboos; early marriage and early pregnancies;
customs and cultural and religious practices which undermine women’s status, such as bridewealth; widow
inheritance; and superstitions that violate women’s human rights in Uganda. The human rights of refugee
women, as well as internally displaced women are also issues of concern.

Women are subjected to both physical and psychological violence, often by their husbands, boyfriends,
and even in-laws. The offenses of domestic violence and sexual harassment are not explicitly provided for
under the law, but are treated generally as assault and battery under penal law. Due to traditional attitudes
ingrained in society, domestic violence is viewed as the normal wear-and-tear of marriage, with the man
having the right to chastise his wife when he deems fit.

In a case reported in the papers in February this year, a man who was questioned as to why he had

chopped off the head of his bride when they had been married only two weeks gave this reply: “If
you buy a cow and it misbehaves what do you do?” The reply came from one of the spectators

in a crowd: “You slaughter it and buy another one.” This sparked off roars of laughter, even
among the police, who more often than not condone the crime and ignore it as a simple,
private domestic matter. There is an urgent need to specifically protect women from such
violations of human rights by placing domestic viclence both on the world’s agenda and
in national legislation.

| will give you the case of Miss Margaret Dravu. Miss Dravu is an adult female

Ugandan of 29 years of age. She has been lying on a hospital bed since November,
1991 when she was a victim of domestic violence. Before she met the man who
victimized her, Miss Dravu had been cohabiting with another man. They had four
children but this man died in 1990. Miss Dravu remained a single parent and went back
to live with her parents in Mubende-Mityana, a town about 135 km away from
Kampala, the capital of Uganda. For her income, Margaret was tailoring and mending
clothes in the town with her personal sewing machine.

In the same year 1990, Miss Dravu met Mr. Nkoba Geoffrey, the man who
victimized her. After living together for about six months, the relationship between Miss
Dravu and Mr. Nkoba turned stormy. They were constantly fighting, and on all occasions he

assaulted her. The particular incident which resulted in Miss Dravu’s current pathetic state
happened in November, 1991. At the time, Miss Dravu had a four month old baby—the father
being Mr. Nkoba. On the fateful night, Mr. Nkoba came home at around two in the morning,
completely drunk. Miss Dravu had prepared dinner and had gone to sleep, leaving the lamp dimly it for Mr.
Nkoba for whenever he returned.

When he came home, she got up and opened the door for him, showed him the food, and was ready

to return to bed and attend to the baby. Mr Nkoba stopped her and demanded from her a hot meal and hot
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water for a bath. In order to do this, Miss Dravu would have had to light a charceal stove to warm the food
and boil the water for the bath. The baby was crying and she tried to explain that she couldn't meet
his demands.

It is at this point that Mr. Nkoba grabbed her, beat her up and kicked her after which he threw her onto
the lit lamp. Beside the lamp was a plastic can which was set on fire, causing burns all over Miss Dravu’s body.
She ran out of the house in flames and began to roll on the ground. When the flames were out, Mr. Nkoba
picked her up, rushed her to a nearby hospital and left her there. She never saw him again. It was her father
who transferred her to Mulago, the nation’s biggest hospital where she is today.

Since the incident, Miss Dravu has always had difficulty with eating. She has undergone four surgeries
5o far, but she is still finding it difficult to use her hands. Yet she has to fend for her four children. It was
only in January this year that Miss Dravu was able to contact the Ministry of Women in Development, Culture
and Youth.

We went to the hospital with the Minister and interviewed her. The ministry is still following up with the
relevant authorities to have Mr. Nkoba apprehended. Worst of all, the child that Miss Dravu had with Mr.
Nkoba died of malaria in February this year. This was due to lack of care because the baby stayed in the
village with Miss Dravu's mother. Miss Dravu still gets terrible burning sensations all over her body and needs
to overcome this traumatic experience. This is only one of the numerous cases of domestic violence.

"

Mukasa testitied on
behalf of Margaret
Dravu, a survivor of
severe domestic
violence. Dravu was
assaulted and burned
by her partner. Mukasa’s
presentation addressed
the legal barriers

that prevent women’s
human rights from

being protected.



Rosa Logar
Austria

In Europe, hundreds of thousands of women and children are refugees. They
seek refuge from violence and terror. They escape during the night,
without being able to take clothing or any other belongings. If they are
lucky they find relatives, friends or shelters. If they are not, they have

to return to their torturers.
These women do not come from abroad; the circumstances
they are trying to escape cannot be called “war.” These women are
refugees in their own country. They are not abused, tortured or
displaced by “the enemy,” but by their husband, boyfriend, or father. The
place where everyone should feel the safest is the most dangerous for
hundreds of thousands of women in Europe: it is predominantly in their homes
that women become victims of violence, and in most cases they become victims of their male
relatives. Women are abused, threatened, persecuted, and killed because they are women. They are subject
to male dominance and are considered to be male property. Resistance to this dominance is met by viclence

and death. This is femicide.

I give you the following statistics of violence against women in Europe:

United Kingdom — an analysis of police reports in Scottish towns showed that spousal abuse was the second
most frequent crime and accounted for 25% of all cases (Dobash & Dobash, 1979).

Norway — 25% of women in a relationship had suffered physical or sexual abuse.

Germany — According to EMMA, from October 1992 through March 1993, 124 women were killed,
usually by their husband or an acquaintance (EMMA 2/1993),

Europe — between 12 and 24 million women and girls are subject to violence, not counting the former
Soviet Union.

Europe — there are currently between 800 and 1000 shelters and social institutions for abused women
and children; on average 40 persons live in one shelter, that is, between 32,000 and 40,000
women and children live in shelters on any given day.

Violence in Austria:

54% of all murders are committed within families; in 90% of all murder cases, women and children are the
victims (Schlaffer/Bernard, 1985).

Once a month, there is an attempted murder within a family in Vienna.

In 1992, 754 women and 764 children found refuge in a total of eleven Austrian shelters.

According to police estimates, every year between 150,000 and 300,000 women are abused in Austria; Vienna
police respond to up to 100 cases of domestic violence per day, accounting for one quarter
of all responses.

From September 1992 through March 1993, eleven women and one girt were killed by husbands/former
husbands, companions or father. The men say, “if you are not going to live with me, you are not
going to live at all.”

Studies and experiences from women'’s shelters and hotlines have shown that abused women run the
greatest risk of being killed when they leave their husband/partner or show their intention to leave. This risk
is not taken seriously in Austria.

Even when there have been numerous abuses and threats, as in the case of Ruza, who was killed in
November 1992, the courts remained inactive. Ruza had been persecuted, abused and threatened with
killing by her murderer who wanted to marry her. Ruza and her employer had complained to the police on
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many occasions. Ruza fled for a few weeks to a women's shelter, and it was known that the man owned a

weapon. Despite all these facts, the court saw no reason to prosecute. Ruza had to die. The public

prosecutor reacted by saying that he could only put someone in custody if there were concrete signs that
the accused would actually commit the act, because "otherwise one would have to arrest every third
husband.” This policy of non-interference dominates.

Acts of domestic violence are offenses which are highly under-reported. It is generally estimated that
five to ten times more violent acts are committed than are reported. The attitude of the legal system is not
the only reason for this under-reporting: violence against women is still treated as a “private affair” in which
the state does not wish to interfere.

The policy of non-interference contradicts the legal situation in Austria. Many acts of violence are
criminal acts whether they are committed within or outside the family. Nearly all acts are also offenses which
would have to be taken to court and prosecuted by the state. Marital rape has also become a criminal
offense in recent years.

But women and women'’s organizations have learned from painful experience that the law is not applied
in cases of violence against women. They often have to fight to have the poiice take up their cases. '

A police lawyer made a study of interventions in domestic violence cases based on police and court
reports. Some of his findings confirm the experience of women:

In 78% of all police actions, only conflict settlement was used as an intervention; no charges were made
despite clear signs of violence.

Of all the reports of assault, only 26% were taken to court. Reaction of courts: 63% of all proceedings ended
in acquittal, 12% with partial and 25% with full punishment (Born, unpublished study, 1991). This means
that only 1% of all police intervention ends with a sentence.

There is no legal protection against violence against women. In Austria, civil courts can issue an
injunction to make violent spouses leave the home. But it is a long and difficult fight to get such an
injunction. The right of a man to stay in "his” home still outweighs the right of the woman to physical
integrity. If she wants to save her health and life, the only way is to escape. Furthermore, the injunction is a
very weak instrument and offers no protection against violence. If the injunction is violated, the woman
receives no help from the police. She has to go to court and start proceedings which can last for months.

We must conclude that this policy of non-interference promotes violence and violates women’s human
rights. In general, it can be said that state institutions in Austria and many other European countries maintain
a policy of “non-intervention.” Police reports, criminal procedures, and sentences are avoided and thus
violence is tolerated and made possible. While perpetrators are met with indulgence, mildness, and
tolerance, victims have to face prejudices, lack of understanding, and even hostility. Women's trust in the
rule of law is low, especially in the field of violence. They have the legitimate fear of being treated badly, of
being rejected and even harassed. In court, again and again they experience nobody believing them, or
being treated as if they themselves had provoked the violence. '

While it is obvious that banks, politicians and embassies are guarded around the clock, women are
refused any protection from male violence. Women's lives are not important enough to be protected or to
warrant the money required for this protection. Despite the seriousness and frequency of domestic violence
against women, these acts are treated as “family quarrels.”

Women cannot leave violent men because they depend on them financially and have no alternatives. In
Austria, the average salary of a woman is not high enough to pay the rent of an apartment. Women'’s
shelters are often the only places where women find protection and support. But there are not enough
organizations. Many of these institutions exist only because of the commitment and the unpaid work of
other women. The financial means of the shelters are still insufficient. In the small town of Upper Austria, for
example, the society to protect animals gets more public financial support than the shelter. There are no
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violence in Europe.

legal rules and obligations for the financing of shelters and hotlines by the state. Not only violence itself, but
also its consequences are relegated to the ‘private” sphere, and the cost of the consequences have to be
borne by the victims themselves.

The result of this policy is that hundreds of thousands of women in Europe live every day under a
regime of violence and terror from which they cannot liberate themselves because they cannot get
sufficient financial and social support. This permits, or at least does not prevent, men’s reigning terror over
women and their actually becoming masters over the life and death of women.

We consider these circumstances to be clear violations of women’s human rights. What are violated are
the rights to integrity of person, to freedom of movement and to freedom from fear as well as to equal
protection of the law.
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Maria Celsa da Conceicao
Brazil

| am 30 vears old. | am a Brazilian of very poor origin. When | was 24, in 1987,
in Rondonia State, Brazil, | was a victim of a murder attempt carried out by my
former boyfriend, who wouldn’t accept my desire to end our relationship.

Full of anger, he set my body on fire in front of my four-year-old
son, saying that if | would not die | wouid lock so physically injured
that nobody would recognize me and no man would want me. | was
a very pretty girl and | was pregnant.

| was taken to a public hospital, and before losing consciousness
| was informed by the police that my boyfriend had said that | had
burned myself. Besides being seriously hurt as a consequence of the
burning, they told me | had had an abortion.

I stayed in the hospital for several months, burned and with infections.
Even so, the hospital staff accused me of being an exhibitionist because 1 would protest
against the lack of proper treatment. There are also violations of human rights in hospitals.

When | left the hospital, | was surprised to learn that my former boyfriend was free and that the police
had not registered the crime. | looked for a women's police station, and only then did a police enquiry begin.
It Jooked like the law was going to be put into action. The prosecutor was a black man who had understood
my case and the judge who had heard my story had recommended jail for my former boyfriend’s
punishment. However, a new prosecutor and a new judge entered the case, and they departed from the
terrible facts of my attack and instead proceeded to evaluate my life instead of judging the crime committed
against me. My aggressor was absolved of all guilt. Justice has considered this case closed and there is no
way to modify the decision of Justice.

Nowadays | live in Rio de Janeiro with my son, who is a traumatized child with behavior problems. This
fact makes me very unhappy and guilty for he is a testimonial to the crime. He needs help. After 38 skin
surgeries, | still face discrimination obtaining work as a manicurist, my occupation since | was a girl.

| received proper medical treatment and attention for my case only after feminist groups and the
National Council of Women'’s Rights became acquainted with my situation.

The violations of my human rights that | have described are not isolated facts, This happens to many
women, and few aggressors are punished. | hope that the United Nations creates a Tribunal to supervise the
actions of governments in prosecuting crimes committed against women, and that in my case the Brazilian
government will be considered a human rights violator for its discriminatory actions and complicity in the
crime through the judicial powers in Rondonia State.
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A survivor of Incest,
Portugués testified to
this form of domestic
violence which is rarely
discussed and never
addressed in terms of

human rights violations.

sara Patricia Portugues
Costa Rica

I was born in San Jose, Costa Rica. | am a survivor of incest.

It is difficult for me to hear the pain of the other speakers. My presence here is a testimony that the
pain can be converted into struggle. | am going to share with you some of the notes from my therapy book
and also some statistical information from Fundacion Ser y Crecer. Thank you for treating me with respect.

| keep memories from the incest with care because they are a living testimony of my recovery. These
words go to all the women who at some point during their lives have experienced the terrible pain of rape
done by a family member.

In my particular case it started when | was around three. It is hard for me to talk about it. The memcries
are so destructive that many of us decide to forget them. When | was 32 years old, | started to remember. |
remained silent for more than 30 years. The hardest thing for us, as survivors of incest, is to understand the
silence and denial of others. It is so hard that | denied it to myself until | was 32.

Recently, | started a process of recuperation. It has been very helpful, and | started to talk with the little
girl who at the age of three became alone. By talking to her, | began to understand that it was not my fault.

For many years, the fear of losing my father and my job made me remain silent. It was very difficult to
accept that my father was the aggressor, to recognize that it was his fault. It was easier to think it was my
fault. | belong to a society that does not protect me: when | went to talk to a priest about the incest, he
advised me to pray for my sin. Society is insensitive to our pain. For a long time, | blamed myself and
considered it my responsibility.

The incest took from me my childhood, my adolescence, and part of my adulthood. It has damaged
me. At five years old | was examined and found to have a venereal disease. Because there was an abuse of
authority, t was never able to defend myself against people in power.

I had the luck to find a specialized therapy for incest survivors, and they helped me to blame the right
person. The women's organization Ser y Crecer has provided great psychological support. Consequently, my
state of schizophrenia no longer exists and | have not had to go to a psychiatric hospital. They helped me to
learn how to treat myself as equal and to exert my rights.

We must identify at an early age the girls who are being exposed to sexual abuse. The aggressor must

“be identified and the blame placed with him. The period of time over which the abuse occurred must be

ascertained in order to properly support the victim. We must make a commitment to all the victims—
children, girls and women—to bring to the public sphere all their experiences in order to make clear that
sexual victimization is not an infantile fantasy.

We cannot talk about one right. There is a conglomeration of rights. Incest denied my physical and
psychological integrity, my personal security, my freedom, and my right to choose. We cannot restrict
ourselves to the traditional legal rights of women because these are not sufficient. We must learn that
women and girls have the right to respect, self-esteem, solidarity, and adult protection. It is impossible that
incest remain in the private sphere.

| want to denounce loudly the incest that annulled my capacity to exert my own rights. In order to
acknowledge this violence against women, | would ask the United Nations and the judges present to make
domestic violence and incest a human rights violation.

16






