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Outline of Discusesions on

THE PROBLEMS OF AMERICANW WOETERS

WHAT PLACE HAS ECONOMICS IN A WORKERS' SCHOOL

The general questions Economics deals with
The special field of labor economics

Questions workers bring to this field of study
The determination of wages under caplialism
Wages and econpmic planning

Reading Ilin, M., New Russia's Primer, 193l. Chapter 1l.

MacDonald, L., Wages and the worker., Affiliated Schools,1934

MacDonald, L. Labor Problems and the American scene, 1538,
Chapterse 1 and 18

Pollak, X, and Tippetty T., Your Job and your Pay, 193l.
Chapter 1.

Daugherty, CeM. Labor Problems in Amsrican Democratiy,

Rev, ed. 1938, Chapter I,

WHO ARE THE WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES:

The great occupational groups of the Census

The 28 million wage earners

The industries empl Oying more than 200,000

The "cheap labor'" groups

Experience of Summer School students as materisl for study
Why worleers do not know whe they are

Readingz: Hacker, L.M.s The United Btates, a graphic history, 1937
75¢s Ppe 167=175

I Am a Woman Worker, Affiliated Schools. 1936, E50¢

Recent Social Trends (Report on the Presiient's Research
Committee on Social Trends.) 1933. Chapter 16e Labor
Groups in the Social Structure.

MacDonald, L., Labor Problems and the American scene,
1938, Parts 3 and 4

Women at work, U.S. Dept. of Labor, 1936. 15¢

4 WHAT IS A LABOR MOVEMENT?

Organizations through which it works and grows
Trade unions

Politicel parties

Consumers Coopergtives

Workers Education

Heading: 8Seidman, Joel, Introduction to Labor Problems, Brookwocd
Publications, 1936. pp. 1=4
Clark, M.H. and Simon, S.F., Labor Movement in Americas
1938,
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WEAT PROBLEMS DID WOEKFRS HAVE BEFOER THE INDUSTRIAL EEVOLUTIONZ

WHAT

The complex society today came from simple beginnings. The history
of these chonges helps us to understand many of the problems of workers
todare When we know who the workers were in former centuries, what
their worik was, Just how they performed it, what property was and who
wers the cemers of property in each stage of production we begin to
underatand eomething of industrial evolution, Some changes sppear to
takte place very suddenly., Usually they have a long history.

4Ag a matter of fact our industrial order is very new. For comvenience
we sometimes mark off different aystems of production and give them
names and dates. We speak of the "Household system!, the "Handicraft
gystem," the "Putting Oub system" and the "Pactory syatem". Zach had
its own tools, materisld, methods of work, each diffe:rn: owners of
property, each its own social clagses, and each diffor.d Jrom the others
in the extent of the market for which goods were mada.

But the introduction of power=driven machinery and the production
of gzeods for world markets did wnot occur at the same time in every ine
dustry, noyin every country. Some industries are still very far behlnd
others in industrial production.

Readingt Huberman, Leo. Men's Worldly Goods. 1936. fart I
Marshall, L.C. and Lyony L.S., Our economic organizations
1921, QR
Marshall, L.@« The Emergence of the Modern Orders 1930
pe 175=190 (The woolen industry)
Waters, Os M., 4n economic history of England. 1925,
Parts V-VII

PROBLEMS HAVE WORKERS IN OUR PRESENT INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONT

They h=ve new problems of security which grow out of the cliaﬂgﬂa
brought about by that system. The outstanding changes are:

le¢ The concentration of economic pawer resulting from the enormous
lmportance of capital in large-scale production )
2e Thz wsakened economlc power of workers because of extreme specialm
izetlon of work and loss of ownership of the means of productions
3» The role of the state in balancing economic power through legh-
latlon and the decisions of courts
4: Hecurring periods of depression resulting in unemplorment and
wagze cubtting
50 Concencration of population and overcrowding in citios g
60 Techninue maldng possible employment of children, greatly accelerw
ated speed and increased monotony of tasik,
s Hffects of these changes on ways of living and habits of thought.

The general aim of the Labor movement in all its phases is to find solutions
for workers! prohlems. It is itself a product of the industrial revolution.
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HOW DID THE AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT EEGINT

The first trade unions. Small iaalaﬁe& groups of skilled workers,

T ———

Reading:

Shoemakers, FPhiladelphias, 1792,
Printera, 1794, Yew York and Baltimore
The doctrine oF conspiracys

Tre early Jlapeor parties  Members connidered themselvee citlzens first and

workers afterward, Objectsi Abolition of
impriscnment for debt and compulsory services
Dateblishrent of mechanics! lien laws and free
education.

lark, M. He and Simon, S, F, Labor Movement in Amarica 1938,
Harris, Herbert, Amaricarn Labor, 1935 pages 1=95
MacDcnald, L. Lsbor Problems and the American scene, 193,
Chapter 21
Seidman, Joel. Legbor problems and sketch of the American
labor movement, Educational Department, United Auto
Workers, Griswold Bldg. Detroit, Mich. 1937. pp=19=24

RCW IS THE STRUCTURE CF THE LAVMERICAN TRADD UNIONS CHANGING?

Fh—E Ir’_‘-':'rala

The F¥ational" and "International®™ unions
The "joint board®

The city and state federsetions and councils
the A T's of L. and ths G, I.0,

The problems of Jjurisdiction

The union constitutiona.

Union membership and affiliation,

Reading:

Brooks, ReR.R. When labor organizes. 1937, (union lists)

Tos S3l=Z43 TPe BELe3LE

Cumminas, T+Bs Labor Problem in the U.B. 1932 ad. COhs, 6=V

FHuck, Flsie. Introduction to American Trade Unionism,
The Affiliated Schools, 1935, So¢

Handbook of American Trade Unions. Bulletin 618 U, S. Buream
of Labor Statistics. 3D¢

MacDonald, L. Labor problems and the American scene, 1938,

Chapters 22, 23

Seidman. Joel. Labor Problems and Sketch of American labor
movements Ed, Dept. United Aute Workers, Griswold Bldge
Be‘t."'.‘nit, Mivh, 1937, W-E‘?

FWHAT AN THE CEIEF ACTIVITIES OF TRATIE UNIONS?

M-intenance

L

of stendard conditions

Collective bargaining

Status

under the National Labor Relations Act of 1855

Provisions of the Trade Agreement
Problems of the "company union"
Strike tactics
Boycott as a program of action
EBducational, hsalth and recreation programs
Trade union Journals
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Heading: DBrooks, R.R.H. When Labor Organizea., 1937, ppe 1l=63
Brooks, R.R.Hs Unions oftheir own choosing, 1939
Cummina, E.E. Labor Problems in the U.S. ed. 1932, Chs.
E-. 9|1l
Fairlie, L., The Company Union, 1936. Affiliated Schodls, 35¢
#luack, Flsie, Introduction to American Trade Unionism,
1935 Affiliated Schools, 35¢
Huberman, Le., The Labor Spy Racket, 1937, 85¢ (Modern Age)
Levinson, E,, I Break strikes] 1935. (Bergoff techniques)
Lﬂ“iriﬂﬁﬁnl E.- Labor on the March. 1938. Part 3.
MacDonald, Le, Lebor Problems and the American scenes 1938,
Cha, 24-37
'Dghul'ﬂl We R, Li‘ﬂl’iﬂg with machines, 1933, American
Library Assn, 25¢
Seidman, J., The Elements of Trade Unionism, Eds Depte of
the United Auto Workers, 1937, 104
Walsh, J«Be Industrial unlonism in action, 1937,
What workers and empleyers should know about the National
Labor Relations Avt. Labor Information Bulletin
June 1937. Plc C i
Your rights under the Naticnal Lsbor Relations Acte, Legal
Depts of the C.I.0e 1937, 1106 Connecticut Avenue,
ashington, Ds C. 10¢
Cayton, Horace R, and Mitchell, G.S. Black Workers and
the New Unions, University of North Tarolina, 1939,
Fress
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IOES THE GOVERNMENT HELP OR HINIER COLLECTIVE BARGAINING?

The labor law

ita growing scope

Lgzal and trade wion staandards

A "fleo>»" fortae targaining etructure
The Feir Labor Standsards Actof 1978
National Labor Halations Act of 1935

Reading Brooks, R«R.R., Laber on New Fronts, Public Affairs Pamphlet
no. 2l 10 cents, 1938

Bronks,R.H.R., Unions of their own choesing. 1939, Chas.l1,2,8,9%9.

Cummins, E.E., Labor Problems in the U, 5, 24 ed, 1935, ch,l18

Cumning, E.E., Government and Labor, 1935-1936 (pamphlet)

Van Nostrana Co. 250 Fourth Avenue, New York 1936
¥acDonald, L, and Stein, E, The Workers and Governmahts.
Affiliated Schodls, 1935, 35¢. Part II
MacDonald, L., Labor Problems and the American scene, 1938
Ches. 32=34, 41, 42 :

Stark, Louis, The Hational Labor Relationes Board = Why and How
Social Action, Aug. 15, 1938 -~ Committee on Social Action,
Congregational and Christian Churches, 289 Fourth Ave,,

New York Oity

Labor and the Courts

" The basis for court action
Uge of the injunction
Attitude of organized labor

Eeading: Cummins, FE.E.; The Labor Problem in the U.5, 24 edition,
1935, ch. 16
MacDonald and Stein, B, The Worker and Government. 1935
Affiliated Schools. 35¢. Chs. 14-16
MacDonald, L. Labor Problems and the American Scene,
1938, Ch, 44

The Government and lsbor disputes

% workers can do under the law
The settlemsnt of disputes
Arbitration and Conciliation
The National Labor Relations Act of 1935

Reading: Cummins, E.E., Labor Problem in the U. 8. 24 eds 1935,
Chs, 16, 17 _
MacDonald, L. and Stein, E. The Worker and Governement,
Affiliated Schools, 1935. 35 s Part 3
Thy the Wagner Act should not be amended. Congress of
Industrial Organization, Legal Dept. Publication No. 23,
3 cents or $2 for 100,
Your Rights under the National Lebor Relations Act, C.I.0O.
Leg,a.l. Deptg 1957 10¢. (11&5 Commecticut 1‘?6!1113.
Washington, D. C.
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HAS THE SOCIAL INSURANCE PROGRAM GIVEN THE WORKER SECURITY?

The risks covered
Tha yorkers covered
How the bill for it is paild and how 1t might be paid
The Social Security Act of 1935 and its amendments
fecial Insurance Abroad
Stewart. H.H Tov, ed. 1939
Reading: Doxginnix®iy Social Security imotbhectiucBocdRffex (contains the
provisions of the Lundeen Bil?.g
YacDonald, L., Labor Problems and the American scene, 1938
s, B7-39
Social Security Board Pamphlats
My social insurance
Brief explanations of the Social Security .cte

WHAT CONTROL HAVE WORKERS USED AS VOTERS?

Rise and decline of the Boclalist Labor Party

The Lmericen Socialist Party before the World War
Politicel policies of the American Federation of Labor
Postewar splits in the Socialist Party

Tk2 Lmerican Communist Party and opposition groups
Fermation of Labor's Non-Partisan League

Prospects for a national American Lebor Party

Heading: The party platforms
Brookss R.E.H. When Labor Organizes. 1937 Chapter X. The
Labor Movement and Political Action
Cummins, E.E., The Lsbor Problem in the U. 5, 24 ed. 1935,
chs, 10 and 12
MacDonald, L. Labor Problems and the American scene, 19384
ch. 29
The Weekly People (Socialist Labor Party)
e Daily Worker (Communist)
"he New Leader (Socialist, "old Guard")
The Socialist (mll

WHAT CONTRCL CAN WOREERS USE AS CONSUMERS?

Wages and the Cpst of Living ——real wagzes and money wages
Items in the budget--the wage earner's food

Your money's worth

Installment buying

Why distribution coste are high

The story of Consumers! coeperative societies

Reading: Consumers' Guide., Bi-weekly publication. U.S. Depte of Agriculture
Towler,B.B. Consumer Cooperation in America. 1936
Gosliny, B« A., Cooperatives. 1937. (Headline Book noe 8)
Foreign Policy Association, 8 W, 40th Ste Ne Ye 25¢
Ware, C. The worker goes to market, Affiliated Schools. 1934,
2544
Warbasse, J«P. Cooperative Demacracy. 1936
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" WEAT CAN AMERICAN WORKERS LEARN FROM THE EZXPERIENCE OF WORKERS IN
OTHER COUNTRIESY

» Trom England where the lahbor movement began
From Germany where = zirong labor movement was demolished
From Scandinavia whire demorracy RHENEEXX came into flower
From 7J.5.8.R. whers productlon is planned

Reading: Cole, CG.D.H, The Common people. London, 1938
Hamilton, .4, The Labor Farty today. Labor Book Service
London, 1939
Hutt, &llen. The Post-War History of the British Working
Class. New Yprk. 1938
Lend, Evelyn. The Underground Struggle .in Germany. Industrial
 Democracy, April 25, 1938. 15 cents
Childs, M. W, This is Democracy: Collective Bargaining in
Scandinavia., 1238.
Moe, Finn., Does Norwegian Labor seek the middle way?
New Frontlers. April 1937 X
Williams, GRhys, The Soviets. 1937.ppe.223-248 (Soviet

Trade Unions
Labor Fact Book. Vole 4, New York 1938, Chapter & (Labor Abroad)

WHAT AFE THE INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATIONS OF LABOR?

The International Federation of Trade Unions
The Red International of Trade Unions
The Lsbor and Socialist International
The Third International
The International Labor Organization
Origin and history
Basis of representation in the International Labor Conference
Bow conventions are passed
Actual accomplishments

Reading! Lorwin, L., Labor and Internationalism, 1929
Labor and the International Iabor Orgenization (pamphlet
issued by the Washington Branch office of the I.L.0.)
The Internationsl Labor Review (monthly publication of
the I.L.0.)}
Thomas, A., The International Labor Organization, 1931
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COBGRESE OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATZICNSGS
1939

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Officers, President, 6 Vice-
Presidents, Secretary, 1 member
from each affiliated union

T

CONVENTION

T

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL UNIONS

(38)
ORGANIZING COMMITTERS
(10)
oY
INDUSTRIAL COUNCILS

LOCAL, IWDUSTHIAL g::;e i
UNIONS (directly Distriect /183
chartered by the County
Executive Board)

{ 55'?) \

LOCALS OF THE WATIONAL UNIONS

I

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSEHIP
(Approximately 4 million)

See Letter from Ralph Hetzel, (.I.0., January 15, 1940
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HISTORIES OT TRADE UNIONS YRITTIEN EY
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(List prepared by Ester Detlefsan)

January, 1939 The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, by

Daniel J, Tobin, Fresident,

The “osiery Uorkers' Ynion, by Emil Rieve, Fres:

Fabruary, 1939

April, 1939 The United Rubber Workers of Ameriea, by S.Dalrymple,
President.

May, 1939 The Tlectrical Workers' Thternational Brotharhood,
tv D.W.Tracy, Pres,

Juna, 1939 The Amalgesmated Glsthing Workerse of America, by
Gladys Dickason, Research UVirector.

Dec., 1939 Brotherhood of Locomotive Eidemen and Enginemen,
by D.B3-Robertson, - res,

Jan,, 1940 The Satters, Cap, and Millihery Workers' Union,
by Maxz Zariteky, Pres.

Feb., 1940C Brotherhood of Reilroad Tralnmen, by A.F.Whitney,

March, 1940
April, 1940
May. 1940

June , 1940

PI'E-B "

The Printdi Pressme

orth Amoriesa,

d Assistants'
by G.L.Berry, Pres.

Union of

Hotel and Restaurant Worker&s'-International Union,
by Edward Flore, fres,

United Elesctrical, Radio, and Machihe Workers'
Union, by James B,Carey, fres.

Federation of Mlat Glass Workers of Americe, by
Erwin D.Shuttler, fres,




