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1931 First Annual Labor Institute held at Rutgers 
First Annual Labor Institute held at Rutgers. 149 delegates 
attend. In attendance is Acting President of Rutgers, Phillip 
Brett. The theme for this session was, not surprisingly, 
Unemployment. The liveliest discussion was led by  
Professor J. Douglass Brown of Princeton who advocated 
unemployment insurance as part of an 8-point program of 
Depression remedies. 

 
1947 
Legislation enacted establishing the IMLR.  Bill 307 authorizing the IMLR is signed into law by Governor 
Alfred Driscoll.  
 
The law specified educational services for labor, management and the public - which resulted in the three 
teaching program units - and research - which evolved as another program unit. Kerrison and Epply 
headed Labor and Management. Stillwell came in 1948 to chair the Public Program. (Stark) 

 

 The IMLR officially begins operations. The initial staff includes Irv Kerrison, Richard Wood, 
Hamilton Stillwell, George Epply and Vera Kowaloff, Extension Specialist. 

 Professor Norman Miller is appointed the first Director of the IMLR.  Richard Wood is appointed 
Associate Professor of Management and Labor Relations with a special assignment to research 
activities; Irvine Kerrison is appointed Associate Professor of Management and Labor Relations 
with a special assignment to labor programs. George Epply is placed in charge of management 
activities. 

 President Clothier chairs the first meeting of the State Advisory Council of the IMLR. 

 
1948 

 Due to health problems, Dean Miller relinquished the post of Director of the IMLR. Richard 
Wood becomes the Director of the IMLR. 

 The IMLR obtains its first "permanent" offices in the Alumni House on the Queens Campus  

(now called College Avenue campus). 
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1949 

 Harry Stark was appointed as an extension associate to assist 

 Irv Kerrison in the work with trade unionists. 

 General Robert W. Johnson (Chairman of the Board of J&J) 
donated 25 acres to RU and suggests it as a possible location for 
the IMLR. (Property faces Raritan River, bounded by River Road 
and Cedar Lane). (Begin Report -1981). 

 

1950 

 IMLR Library is formally established and a full time librarian is appointed. It is located at Winants 
Hall until its move to the Labor Education Center in 1962. (Stetin Papers) 

 Staff members are noted as: Richard Wood (Director), Irv Kerrison, Hamilton Stillwell,  
George Epply and Vera Kowaloff, Edward McDonough, John Pearce, Harry Stark.  

 Dudley Hill, Chairman of the Management Department at IMLR 

1951 

First issue of IMLR News, a monthly bulletin edited by D. Dertouzos. 
 
1953 

 RU president Dr. Lewis Webster Jones authorizes a fund raising drive for the IMLR building.  

 Labor Program Director Irv Kerrison goes on a two year leave to work in Thailand on a US 
Government program. Harry Stark, returning from a Fulbright Scholarship in England, becomes 
Acting Director. 

 

1954 

 Dr. Jack Chernick named as Chairman of the Research Department. 

 Fundraising begins for the Labor Education Center building, the site 
originally proposed for and initially approved for the Labor 
Education Center (LEC) is the corner of College Avenue and 
Hamilton Street. (Now a parking lot opposite Scott Hall.) 

 
1956 

 Union Leadership Academy (ULA) established. Initially it was a 
cooperative venture between District 4 of the IUE and Rutgers. It was 
intended to function as a "West Point" for trade unions leaders in the 
NJ-NY area. It expanded to involve several other universities and 
unions. 

 First conference co-sponsored by the New Jersey Manufacturers 
Association and the IMLR. 
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1957 

The Labor program of the IMLR starts its own fund raising program with a $50,000 donation from the 
William Green Memorial Fund. 
 

 

1958 

As of this date, organized labor has raised over $200,000 toward the 
minimum $300,000 needed to begin construction on the labor unit of the 
proposed IMLR site. (IMLR Annual Report) 
 

1959 

Labor Building Drive tops $300,000 (Trenton Evening News, Jan 20, 1959).  A proposal to place the IMLR 

building at the comer of Hamilton Street and College Ave is initially approved by RU Vice President Erfft. 

This decision is later overturned. Ground is broken for the LEC on Ryders Lane. 

 Bernard Downey is appointed as IMLR librarian, a post he will hold until his retirement 29 years 
later. 

1962 

 Labor Education building dedicated. 2,000 people attend the event. 

 Library moved to the Labor Education Center 

1963 

 New Jersey industrialists and members of the IMLR gather in Paterson to discuss plans to 
raise $600,000 to construct a proposed Gardner Hall as the management wing of the IMLR 

The famous Kilmer Oak is chopped down because it was diseased. It was originally located in the 
now Labor Education Center lobby. This tree was the inspiration for the Joyce Kilmer poem "Trees". 
A plaque marks the location of the tree. 

 
1964 

 Labor Community Action established. In cooperation with trade unions and extensive Federal 
anti-poverty grants, LEC established grass-roots training programs. 

 The IMLR hosts the 4th annual convention of the New Jersey Committee for a SANE Nuclear 
Policy. Herbert Levine chaired the event. 

 Six members of Local 68 (Stationary Engineers Union of Newark, AFL-CIO) picket the LEC and the 
entrance to Old Queens in an effort to gain recognition for their union at Rutgers. The members 
had been working the air-conditioning units at Rutgers since 1959, but the University refused to 
sign a union contract.  

 The State AFL-CIO cancels what would have been the 29th
 

Labor Institute because of the ongoing 
labor dispute between Rutgers and Local 68. 
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1965 

The first Labor Internships are established. The LEC, labor unions and the NJ Dept. of Labor and Industry 
sponsor union members to spend several weeks of full time study of state programs affecting labor. 
 

 

 
1966 
Rutgers University officially names the Labor Education Center for  
Lewis Hermann.  
 

1967- 
A Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Labor Studies and a department in Labor Studies is 
established by University College.  
 
1968 
Graduate School of Education initiated offerings in Labor Studies leading to an Ed.M and  
Ed.D degrees.  

 

 
1969 

Bachelor of Science in Labor Studies offered at Livingston College with 
Wells Keddie serving as Director. 

1970 

 Labor Education Department changes name to Labor Studies Department.  

 The Graduate School faculty of the History Department approves a program leading to a PhD in 
Comparative Labor Studies. 

1970 - 1971 

 Ernie Gross, Chairperson of the Public Education Department and Public Programs located at 
137 Church Street, New Brunswick, developed a variety of programs bringing together state 
commissioners of education, heads of collective negotiations from various states, and municipal 
fact books. 

 Robert Klein becomes Director of the IMLR 
1972 

The IMLR conducted over 104 educational programs throughout New Jersey. These were attended by 

approximately 5,000 people. Programs directed at the educational needs of Spanish-speaking workers 

were expanded. 1972 was also the year that the Women's Affirmative Action Committee of the IDC was 

formally organized after a year of faculty assistance. 
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